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PUSH FOR S2 TRILLION EXPORTS

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

nion Minister of
Commerce and In-
dustry Piyush Goyal

on Monday said that India
has set a target of achiev-
ing $2 trillion in exports in
the next five years as part
of its journey towards an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat>, or
self-reliant India.Goyal
was speaking at a two-day
national conclave of trade
leaders being held at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi,
organised by the Confed-
eration of All India Traders
(CAIT), where he launched
a website for the Bharat
Vyapar Mahotsav.He ex-
pressed confidence that the
Bharat Vyapar Mahotsav, set
to begin in 86 days at Bharat
Mandapam, would act as a
platform to scale up indig-
enous goods, strengthen
import substitution and
expand India>s presence in
global markets. Goyal added

that with 140 crore Indians
united in the effort, «no force
in the world can stop us»
from reaching the goal of a
developed India.Bharat Vy-
apar Mahotsavis a Swadeshi
fair programmed to show-
case India-made goods and

ni4

services. The event is being
organised by the India Trade
Promotion Organisation
(ITPO) in partnership with
the Confederation of All In-
dia Traders (CAT), with sup-
port from transport bodies,
logistics firms, Swadeshi

Jagran Manch and Laghu
Udyog Bharati. Goyal said
the fair would bring together
a thousand businesses and
focus on quality, packaging,
branding and marketing to
help Indian products com-
pete internationally.

GE Aerospace invests Rs 100 crore in Pune
facility expansion

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

GE Aerospace, on Monday,
announced an investment
of Rs 100 crore in its Pune
manufacturing facility,
aimed to strengthen the com-
pany’s manufacturing foot-
print in India and solidify its
long-term commitment to
the region.According to GE
Aerospace, the financial al-
location targeted new weld-
ing technologies, advanced
inspection equipment, pre-
cision tools, gauges, and
fixtures. The company also
directed resources toward
infrastructure enhance-
ments to increase produc-
tion capacity, improve pro-
cess precision, and support
the delivery of high-quality
components for global cus-
tomers.This new invest-
ment was built on the Rs
410 crore announced over

the past two years, which
brought the total invest-
ment in the Pune facility to
more than Rs 510 crore over
a three-year period. Previ-
ous investments focused on
advancing manufacturing
processes, automation, and
capability enhancements for
next-generation engine com-
ponents.The latest upgrades
expanded the facility»>s capa-
bilities and supported com-
ponent production across
the GE90, GEnx, GE9X, and

CFM International>s LEAP
engine programs. CFM In-
ternational operated as a 5O-
50 joint company between
GE Aerospace and Safran
Aircraft Engines.CFM Inter-
nationalis a 50-50 joint com-
pany between GE Aerospace
and Safran Aircraft Engines.

«This continued invest-
mentreflects GE Aerospace>s
long-term commitment to
India and our confidence in
thePune facility’s role within
our global manufacturing

network,” said Vishwajit
Singh, Managing Director
of the Pune manufacturing
facility at GE AerospaceThe
Pune plant served as a criti-
cal component of the global
supply chain for the com-
pany, producing key parts
for commercial aircraft en-
gines. The facility operated
alongside more than 300 lo-
cal suppliers out of a broader
network of over 2,200 GE
Aerospace suppliers in In-
dia, which enhanced the
role of the country in global
aerospace programs through
advanced manufacturing
expertise and precision en-
gineering capabilities.”Our
continued growth is a win
for our customers and the
broader community, driving
more apprenticeship and job
opportunities at GE Aero-
space and for our supplier
partners.
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Piyush Goyal said
Indiais targeting
$2 trillion exports
infive years through
the Swadeshi-
focused Bharat
Vapar Mabotsav
and Atmanirbbar
Bharat vision.

Goyal said India>s exports
had already risen to $863
billion this year, about 5%
higher than last year, and
the government had now
raised the target to $1 tril-
lion for the current year. He
said the Commerce Min-
istry was working on free
trade agreements with 38
countries, mostly developed
economies, to give Indian
exporters preferential access
through lower import duties.
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SEBI Chief: 22 urban bodies
raise Rs 4,5 crore via bonds

TBG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

Highlighting the increasing
importance of municipal
bonds as a key source of
financing for urban infra-
structure and development
projects across the country,
SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kan-
ta Pandey noted that across
India 22 Urban Local Bod-
ies (ULBs) have collectively
raised more than Rs 4,500
crore through municipal
bonds till FY26.Speaking
at the Association of Mu-
tual Funds Program in Bhu-
baneshwar, Odisha, Pandey
said the securities market
serves as an efficient tool for
directing savings into invest-
ments alongside banks, gov-
ernment support and inter-
nal accruals.He highlighted
that the capital market has
diversified financing av-
enues through instruments
such as equity, debt, REITs,
InvITs and municipal bonds.
Referring to states such as
Uttar Pradesh, Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh,
which have successfully lev-
eraged municipal bonds for

city-level infrastructure and
urban development, Pandey
said Odisha could also posi-
tion municipal bonds as a
key pillar of its development
financing strategy.”With
wider participation, mu-
nicipal bonds can evolve
into a key pillar of funding
for urban infrastructure
in Odisha as well. So as an
investor, when you invest,
you are not just earning re-
turns. You are participating
in the growth of your city
when you are investing in
municipal bonds, state and

the country,” Pandey said.
He further noted that mu-
tual funds also indirectly
contribute to infrastructure
financing through invest-
ments in debt instruments,
including corporate and
municipal bonds.The SEBI
Chairman said that while
the domestic municipal bond
market remains nascent, 22
urban local bodies across
the country had collectively
raised more than Rs 4,500
crore through 31 issuances
by the end of FY26.
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India Banks’ asset quality stable;

west Asia r_isk

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Asset quality across India’s
banking sector remained
broadly stable during the
fourth quarter of FY26, al-
though lenders have cautioned
that geopolitical tensions in
West Asia could pose risks to
credit quality in the coming
quarters, according to a report
by Systematix Research.The
report noted that most banks
under its coverage universe
continued to maintain healthy
asset quality metrics, with
net slippage ratios remaining
under control despite macro-
economic uncertainties and
pressure on margins follow-
ing the repo rate cut cycle.»The
slippages in the quarter were
broadly in control with most
coverage banks reporting sub

80bps of net slippage ratio
(except IIB),» the report said.
According to the report, the
banking sector>s overall cred-
it cost trend also remained
largely stable sequentially,
though some lenders created
additional prudential buffers
using one-off recoveries and
tax-related gains. Public and
private sector lenders alike
continued to strengthen their
balance sheets amid global
uncertainties.However, banks

s loom: Re

flagged emerging external risks
stemming from the ongoing
conflict in West Asia. The re-
port said lenders do not yet see
any immediate stress build-up
in loan books, but they expect
the actual impact of geopolitical
tensions to become visible over
the next few quarters.

«There is no incipient rise in
asset quality yet but the banks
expect the true impact of the
west Asia war to be visible in
Q2FY27 or in H2FY27,» the

port

report stated. Among the banks
reviewed, private lenders such
as ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank
and Kotak Mahindra Bank
reported relatively resilient as-
set quality trends, while PSU
banks also maintained stable
slippage ratios. Indian Bank,
however, saw a rise in slip-
pages due to year-end adjust-
ments linked to memorandum
of changes (MOC), according
to management commentary
cited in the report.

The report further highlight-
ed that government-backed
schemes such as Credit Guar-
antee Scheme for Microfinance
Institutions 2.0 (CGSMFI 2.0)
and Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme 5.0 (ECLGS
5.0) could help cushion poten-
tial stress in vulnerable loan
segments if external conditions
worsen.

Urban areas to drive 70% of India’s GDP growth by 2036: Report
ErTE friﬁiﬁon%?iglzr: ?;81’3;011); ULBs must raise at least balf of project (Sfl;flltll?lsul;llg(])) gfn?ﬂi?ng

Urban areas are expected
to contribute nearly 70 per
cent of India’s GDP growth
by 2036, driven by rising
investments in urban in-
frastructure and reforms
in municipal financing,
according to a report by
Brickwork Ratings.The
report titled “From grants
to markets: How Urban
Challenge Fund will re-
shape urban finance in In-
dia” highlighted that India
would require around Rs
80 trillion in urban infra-
structure investments by
2037, even as Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) currently
rely minimally on debt
markets.According to the

2036” is projected at 70 per
cent, underlining the grow-
ing importance of cities in
India’s economic expan-
sion.The report noted that
the newly introduced Ur-
ban Challenge Fund (UCF)
marks a major policy shift
from traditional grant-
based urban financing to
market-linked financing
mechanisms.”UCF design
logic: ‘Reform-linked’ and
‘leverage-based’--cities
only receive central money
when they can attract pri-
vate capital. Market bor-
rowing is mandatory, not
optional,” the report stated.
It added that ULBs cur-
rently utilise only around
5 per cent of their funding

requirements through debt

markets, reflecting thelow  penetration of commercial

costs through bonds, loans, or PPPs before

accessing UCFE grants--making credit ratings

non-negotiable,” the report said.The report
observed that while institutional lenders
suchas HUDCO and IIFCL continue to
dominate urbanfinancing, municipal bonds
are emerging as an important financing
route due to greater transparency.

financing in the urban sec-
torThe report further said
the UCF would create a
strong push for municipal
bond issuances and struc-
tured urban borrowing,
particularly among Tier IT
and Tier III cities.”ULBs

must raise at least half
of project costs through
bonds, loans, or PPPs be-
fore accessing UCF grants-
-making credit ratings non-
negotiable,” the report said.
The report observed that
while institutional lenders

ban financing, municipal
bonds are emerging as an
important financing route
due to greater transpar-
ency, investor participa-
tion, and market disci-
pline.It also pointed out
that around 4,223 smaller
ULBs and cities are being
targeted under the UCF
framework, with nearly
80 per cent of them yet to
access market debt.The
report said reforms linked
to governance, digital sys-
tems, audited financials,
and property tax improve-
ments would strengthen
the creditworthiness of
ULBs and improve their
access to long-term financ-
ing markets.
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NARENDRA MODI HOLDS TALKS WITH
NORWAY PM STORE

Narendra Modi held bilateral talks with Norway Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre
during his historic two-day visit to Oslo, the first by an Indian PM in 43 years.

TBG NETWORK
OSLO

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Monday held a bi-

lateral meeting with Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre
of Norwayas part of the lat-
ter’s two-day official visit
to the Nordic country.PM
Modiwas welcomed by his
Norwegian counterpart
at the Government Guest
House in Oslo, where the
bilateral engagement took
place.The meeting comes
as part of the fourth leg of
Prime Minister Modis five-
nation tour after he visited
the UAE, the Netherlands
and Sweden.In a historic
milestone for bilateral di-
plomacy, PM Moditouched
down in Oslo earlier in the
day, marking the first time
an Indian Prime Minister
has visited the Scandina-
vian nation in 43 years.
Arriving for a two-day of-
ficial tour following his en-
gagements in Sweden, PM
Modji’s visit constitutes the
crucial fourth leg of his on-
going tour, aimed at com-
prehensively revitalising
India-Norway strategic and
economic relations.Demon-

strating a unique diplomatic
gesture that underscored
the significance of the visit,
the Prime Minister of Nor-
way, Jonas Gahr stgre, was
personally present on the
tarmac to receive the Indian
leaderThe high-profile wel-
coming delegation at the air-

port also featured Norway’s
Ambassador to India, May-
Elin Stener, and India’s Am-
bassador to Norway, Gloria
Gangte, alongside several
other high-ranking digni-
taries.Reflecting the mutu-
al excitement surrounding
the visit, PM Jonas Gahr

stgre took to social media
to personally welcome
the Indian PM.”Welcome
toNorway, Prime Minister
@narendramodi. It marks
a historic moment: the first
visit by India’s Prime Min-
ister in over 40 years. I look
forward to how Norway,

SBI Report sees no fiscal impact from oil price rise

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The retail fuel price hike of
Rs 3 per litre has been imple-
mented to reduce the losses
incurred by oil marketing
companies (OMCs) due to
unchanged fuel prices amidst
rising Brent Crude prices.
While immediate consumer
price inflation shows an up-
ward movement, according to
SBI Research Ecowrap, “there
is no direct impact of this hike
on thefiscal situation.”The re-
portnoted that fuel consump-
tion levels typically recover
quickly after an initial price
change.”Historical data shows
that hike in petrol and diesel
price has been followed by a
decline in consumption im-
mediately after the hike, only

to recover thereafter with no
decline visible in the annual
consumption levels. Further,
immediate impact on CPI
inflation is likely around 15-
20 bps in May-June 2026. So
we revise our FY27 forecast
to 4.7%. There is no direct

impact of this hike on the
fiscal situation,” the report
stated.The under-recoveries
of OMCs on the sales of pet-
rol and diesel are rising be-
cause retail prices remain
unchanged for a long period.
“According to the Union Min-

ister, OMCs are incurring
losses to the tune of Rs 1,000
crore per day, which amounts
to around Rs 3.6 lakh crore a
year,” the report mentioned.
The current increase in oil
price by Rs 3 provides a relief
of Rs 52,700 crore in under-
recoveries, which is 15 per
cent of the expected total loss
of the OMCs in financial year
2027The SBI report, outlining
the fiscal implications if the
government alters the current
tax structure on fuel, said, “If
we assume that the Govern-
ment reduced the excise duty
on petrol and diesel to zero
from its current level of 11.9%
and 7.8% respectively, it will
lead to reduction in govern-
ment revenue/gain of OMCs
to the tune of Rs 1.9 1akh crore.

ASREC (India) Limited Unveils New
Corporate Identity and Logo

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ASREC (India) Limited,
one of India’s leading As-
set Reconstruction Com-
panies (ARCs), formally
unveiled its new corporate
identity and logo at a pres-
tigious ceremony held at Le
Meéridien New Delhi today.
The landmark event was
graced by Shri M. Naga-
raju, IAS, Secretary, De-
partment of Financial Ser-
vices, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India, as
the Chief Guest, alongside
eminent dignitaries, se-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nior banking leaders, poli-
cymakers, shareholders,
former board members,
and key stakeholders from
India’s financial ecosystem.
The unveiling of the new
identity signifies a de-
fining milestone in AS-
REC’s journey — reflect-
ing its evolving vision,
institutional maturity, and
strengthened commit-

ment towards enabling
responsible asset resolu-
tion and supporting the
resilience of India’s bank-
ing and financial system.
The ceremony commenced
with the National Anthem
followed by ceremonial
lamp lighting led by dis-
tinguished dignitaries in-
cluding Shri M. Nagaraju,
IAS; Dr. K.P. Krishnan, IAS
(Retd.), Chairman, ASREC;
Padma Bhushan Shri V.K.
Shunglu, TAS (Retd.), For-
mer Chairman of ASREC
and Former Comptroller &
Auditor General of India;
senior representatives from

leading shareholder institu-
tions including Union Bank
of India, Bank of India, Life
Insurance Corporation of
India, and Indian Bank.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Girish Sharan
Sinha, MD & CEO, AS-
REC (India) Limited, said:
“The unveiling of ASREC’s
new identity represents
more than a visual trans-
formation. It reflects our
renewed vision, stronger
purpose, and commitment
to building a future-ready
institution aligned with the
evolving needs of India’s fi-
nancial sector.

the Nordics, and India can
strengthen cooperation
on trade, green transition,
and our common global
challenges,” the Prime
Minister of Norway stated
in a post on X.Expressing
immense pride regarding
the high-profile visit and
noting the long-standing
gap since an Indian leader
last set foot in the country,
Ambassador May-Elin
Stener also shared her en-
thusiasm on X. «<Honoured
to welcome Indian Prime
Minister @narendramodi
to Norway.””Truly special
occasion - the first visit by
an Indian PM toNorwayin
43 years. A reflection of
our strong ties and shared
ambitions”, she wrote.The
itinerary for PM Modi’s
time in Oslo is packed with
high-level engagements, in-
cluding participating in the
third India-Nordic Summit
and holding critical bilateral
discussions. While in the
country, PM Modiis sched-
uled to call on King Harald
V and Queen Sonja.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to next visit Italy
as part of the last leg of his
tour.

Amit Shah to launch Jan Jan
Suvidha Kendras in bastar today

TBG NETWORK
JAGDALPUR

The forests of Bastar, once
known for gunfire and se-
curity operations, are set
to witness a historic trans-
formation as Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
inaugurate the “Jan Jan Su-
vidha Kendra” model from
Netanar in Bastaron Mon-
day. It is an initiative that
symbolises the changing
face of the region, where se-
curity camps are now being
transformed into centres
of development and pub-
lic service.The initiative,
prepared by the Chhat-
tisgarh government, aims
to bring governance and
essential services directly
to remote tribal commu-
nities that have remained
disconnected from basic
administrative and welfare
facilities for decades. Amit
Shah will launch the «Jan
Jan Suvidha Kendra» ini-
tiative during his two-day
visit to Chhattisgarh from
May 18 to May 19. The visit
assumes significance as it
comes after the Centre’s
announcement earlier this
year regarding its goal of
achieving a “Naxal-free
India” by March 31.The
initiative is especially sig-
nificant for villages where
people still travel long dis-

tances for even the basic
government-related work.
Under this model, officials
in theChhattisgarhgovern-
ment said, selected secu-
rity camp premises will be
converted into integrated
public service centres, of-
fering multiple govern-
ment services under one
roof. Priority will be given
to villages where access
to administrative offices,
banking facilities, health-
care and digital services re-
mains limited.»These cen-
tres will provide Common
Service Centre (CSC)-based
services such as Aadhaar
updates, banking facilities,
applications for income,
caste and domicile certifi-
cates, ration card services,
Ayushman Bharat cards,
e-Shram registration, elec-
tricity bill payment, online
applications, and railway
and bus ticket booking.
Printing, scanning and
other digital services will
also be available.»Officials

said the initiative, devel-
oped under the leadership
of Chhattisgarh Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai, rep-
resents a significant shift
from a “security-centric”
approach to a “develop-
ment-oriented” model.
Over the past two decades,
several Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) and
state police camps were
established across Naxal-
affected regions to restore
security, improve road con-
nectivity and strengthen
administrative outreach.
With the security situation
improving significantly in
many areas, the govern-
ment is now preparing
to repurpose these very
premises into «Jan Jan
Suvidha Kendras.»»One
of the biggest advantages
of this initiative will be for
tribal communities living
in remote villages, who of-
ten have to travel to district
or block headquarters for
basic services.

Rupee under pressure, may hit 100/USD: Experts

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Currency experts have
warned that the Indian ru-
pee may continue to remain
under pressure in the coming
months due to rising crude
oil prices, persistent foreign
investor outflows, global
uncertainty and geopolitical
tensions.Rupee has depreci-
ated by around 6 to 7 per cent
against the US dollar this year.
The currency started the year
near the 89 mark and has now
fallen to a historic low beyond
96 per US dollar.Experts said
the pace of depreciation in
recent weeks has raised con-
cerns in financial markets.K
N Dey, Currency expert told
that the sharp fall in the ru-
pee since May 11 has surprised

market participants.»The
speed of the rupeess descent
since May 11 has caught the
market off guard, yet both the
regulator and North Block
have remained notably silent,»
he said.According to Dey, ag-
gressive selling by foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) has
been one of the major reasons
behind the rupee weakness.

He said institutional inves-
tors have already pulled out
Rs 2.65 lakh crore from In-
dian markets in 2026, close
to last years total outflow
of Rs 3.04 lakh crore.»This
downward pressure is fu-
elled by aggressive FII ca-
pitulation,» he stated.Dey
added that there is currently
no clear indication of where

the rupee may stabilise.»With
no bottom in sight, trying to
forecast a stabilisation point
is pure guesswork, and even
a psychological slide to 100
is now on the table,» he said.
Ajay Suresh Kedia, Director
at Kedia Advisory told that
the rupee continues to face
sustained pressure because
of strong dollar demand and
rising crude oil prices.

«The Indian Rupee remains
under sustained pressure as
the dollar index stays firm
near 99 while rising crude
oil prices continue inflating
India>s import bill,» Kedia told
He said higher energy prices
have increased demand for
dollars in domestic markets,
while elevated US bond yields
are strengthening the US dol-
lar globally.

D.T. Thimmegowda Appointed Executive Director of
SITA Data Analysis Research Council for Karnataka

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

SIIA Data Analysis Re-
search Council has appoint-
ed Mr. D.T. Thimmegowda
as the Executive Director
for Karnataka State with
immediate effect, recognis-
ing his long-standing expe-
rience in grassroots public
engagement, organisational
coordination, and social ser-
vice activities. The appoint-
ment was approved during
the council’s board meeting.
A Mysuru-based public
figure with over two de-
cades of active involve-

ment in organisational and
community initiatives, D.T.
Thimmegowda has worked
extensively at the grassroots
level across Karnataka. He
is known for his sustained
participation in public
outreach programmes,
election campaign coor-
dination, and commu-

nity welfare initiatives.
According to the council,
his appointment reflects
the organisation’s focus
on strengthening regional
leadership and expanding
its strategic data analysis
and research initiatives in
Karnataka.

In his new role, he will
oversee state-level coordi-
nation, research-oriented
activities, and organisa-
tional development initia-
tives aligned with the coun-
cil’s broader objectives.
Welcoming the appoint-
ment, Dr. Bhargav Mal-

lappa, Director of SITA
Data Analysis Research
Council, said, “T am pleased
on the appointment of D.T.
Thimmegowda. His dedi-
cation to public service,
grassroots leadership, and
organisational experience
make him a big asset for
the Council and its future
initiatives in the state.”
Speaking on his appoint-
ment, D.T. Thimmegowda
said, “I am grateful for this
responsibility and will work
with dedication to strength-
en the Council’s mission in
Karnataka.”

payments, calling it a step towards a cashless Swadeshi

than Rs 4,500 crore through 31 issuances by the end of

curities market is nothing but a bridge between savings

He noted that Oman>s FTA was expected
to come into effect on June 1.The minister

Piyush Goyal backs...

mote exports but also to reduce dependence

on imports through import substitution. He pointed to
sectors like capital goods, medical devices and value-
added fisheries and agriculture, where Indian MSMEs
in Rajkot, Ludhiana, Pune and Visakhapatnam were al-
ready building capability. Goyal said the government had
expanded the MSME definition to include businesses
with turnover upto 500 crore, while excluding export
turnover so that firms could continue receiving benefits
even as they scaled abroad.Goyal urged the inclusion of
women entrepreneurs and the next generation of traders
in the fair, suggesting that 25 women entrepreneurs from
each state be invited. He also proposed setting up 50-60
kiosks at the venue to promote RuPay cards and UPI

economy. «If we do this, I believe it will energise a new
way of thinking,» he said.He described Bharat Manda-
pam and Yashobhoomi in Dwarka as examples of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi>s vision to create world-class
infrastructure that reflected India>s capability. Goyal
said every element of Bharat Mandapam, from the
chairs made by Rajasthan artisans to the carpets from
Kashmir, embodied the confluence of India>s craftsman-
ship.Goyal concluded that the government would act as
a «kick-start» through schemes like PLI, but the long-
term success of the program depended on industry and
trade taking ownership. He said the 80th Independence
Day in 2027 should serve as an opportunity to present a
successful model of a self-sustaining India to the nation.

SEBI Chief: 22...

The SEBI Chairman said that while the domestic mu-
nicipal bond market remains nascent, 22 urban local
bodies across the country had collectively raised more

FY26. Highlighting the broader growth of the domestic
securities market, Pandey said total market capitaliza-
tion surged from Rs 95 lakh crore in FY16 to around Rs
463 lakh crore in April 2026. He added that the number
of unique retail investors increased to 145 million from
38 million in FY19.According to Pandey, the primary
market recorded 366 initial public offerings during the
last financial year, raising Rs 1.9 lakh crore and ranking
first globally in terms of number of IPOs. Total equity
and debt market mobilization stood at Rs 13.6 lakh crore
despite geopolitical tensions and global conflicts.He also
said mutual fund assets under management grew from
Rs12lakh crore in FY16 to nearly Rs 821akh crore by the
end of April 2026, while monthly SIP inflows crossed
Rs 31,000 crore in April 2026 compared to nearly Rs
3,000 crore earlier.However, citing the SEBI Investor
Survey 2025, Pandey said that although 63 per cent of
households were aware of market-linked products, only
9.5 per cent invested in them, with urban participation
at 15 per cent and rural participation at 6 per cent.”A se-

and investments. On one side we have individuals like
all of us who save money. On the other side we have busi-
nesses who need capital to grow. The market connects
the two,” Pandey said.

GE Aerospace...

Over the past decade, this facility has grown into a high-
capability aerospace manufacturing hub, strengthening
India’s supplier ecosystem and contributing to GE Aero-
space’s global supply chain,” Singh added Workforce
development remained a core function of the facility,
which managed a structured two-year apprenticeship
program.

This initiative enrolled more than 500 apprentices an-
nually in classroom instruction and specialized TIG
welding training at the site’s dedicated Weld School.As
per the company, since 2015, the facility has trained more
than 5,000 production associates to build an aerospace
manufacturing talent pipeline in India.
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INDIA FASTEST-GROWING STEE
PODUCER: GOLDMAN SACHS

A Goldman Sachs report said India’s crude steel output rose 11 per cent in March

2026, making it the world’s

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

ndia has continued to
Istrengthen its position

as the world’s fastest-
growing major steel pro-
ducer, with crude steel
output growth accelerating
sharply in March 2026, ac-
cording to the latest Global
Steel: The Steel Market Ba-
rometer - May Update re-
port released by Goldman
SachsThe report highlighted
that Indiass steel sector con-
tinues to outperform most
major global markets despite
mixed trends across the in-
ternational steel industry.»In
March, India>s crude steel
production growth acceler-
ated to 11% y/y (vs +10% y/y
YTD and +7% y/y in Feb),»
the report said.The strong
growth trajectory reinforc-
es India>s emergence as a
critical demand and produc-
tion hub in the global steel
ecosystem at a time when
several major economies are
witnessing slowing indus-
trial output and weaker steel
demand.The Goldman Sachs
report contrastedIndias per-
formance with other regions,

noting that «in Japan and the
Black Sea, crude steel pro-
duction declined by 4% y/y
and 3% y/y, respectively.»
The report further showed
that China, the world>s larg-
est steel producer, is con-
tinuing to face production
pressures. According to the
report, «Chinass steel pro-
duction continued to decline
y/y in the first two weeks of
May (-3.2% y/y vs the same
week in 2025).»Goldman
Sachs also observed that

faste

while Chinass long-term
steel capacity reduction strat-
egy remains in place, imple-
mentation has slowed this
year. The report stated, «The
anti-involution effort and
long-term capacity cut plan
for the Chinese steel sector
remain intact; we see delayed
execution in 2026E in terms
of both capacity and produc-
tion discipline.»Industry ex-
perts believe Indiass strong
infrastructure pipeline,
expanding manufacturing

Paranjape schemes gets Rs
boost From Nisus Finance

TBG NETWORK
PUNE

Paranjape Schemes (Con-
struction) Ltd., a legacy
developer known for pio-
neering new-age residen-
tial formats has announced
a strategic investment
partnership with Nisus Fi-
nance. Through its Real Es-
tate Special Opportunities
Fund-I (RESO-I), Nisus
Finance will invest INR 90
crore in Realnet Ventures
Private Limited towards
the development of a pre-
mium residential tower at
Paranjape Schemes’ land-
mark Blue Ridge town-
ship in Hinjawadi Phase 1,
PuneThe investment will

support the development
of a premium residential
tower within “Blue Ridge”,
Paranjape Schemes’ land-
mark 150-acre integrated
township located in Hin-
jawadi Phase 1, Pune. Over
the years, Blue Ridge has
evolved into one of Pune’s
most established mixed-
use townships, with 33 res-
idential towers delivered to
more than 6,000 families,
three operational SEZs
employing over 35,000 IT
professionals, commercial
establishments, educa-
tional infrastructure, and
modern lifestyle ameni-
ties including a 9-hole golf
course, basketball and ten-
nis courts.The upcoming

residential development
will be constructed on 1.09
acres of conveyed land and
comprise 188 premium
residences across 3 BHK
and 4 BHK configura-
tions, with a total saleable
area of approximately 4.02
lakh sq. ft. The project has
an estimated Gross De-
velopment Value (GDV)
of around INR 370 crore.
Located in Pune’s thriv-
ing IT corridor, Hinjawa-
di continues to witness
sustained demand from
homebuyers driven by
strong employment hubs,
improving infrastructure,
and increasing preference
for integrated township liv-
ing. The demand for larger

activity, and robust domes-
tic consumption are help-
ing sustain steel demand
momentum.The report also
pointed to broader global
trends in steel pricing and
production. While several
regions registered price in-
creases in flat and long steel
products during April, In-
diaremained among the few
major economies showing
sustained production ex-
pansion alongside resilient
demand fundamentals.The

90 crore

homes and lifestyle-led
residential communities
has further strengthened
the appeal of develop-
ments such as Blue Ridge.
Commenting on the Devel-
opment, Mr. Avadhoot Sar-
wate, CIO, Nisus Finance
Services Co Limited said,
“Association with Paran-
jape Group having legacy
of 35+years and delivery
track record of 2+ MN sq.
ft. in different micro mar-
kets of India.

Investment by Nisus Fi-
nance in their flagship
township where all in-
frastructure is already in
place schools, commercial
spaces, modern amenities,
a golf course, tennis courts.

Glen Launches “Apnapan, Made Better in
Glen.” Its First Major Brand Campaign

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Glen Appliances Pvt Ltd
has launched its first major
brand campaign, “Apna-
pan. Made Better in Glen.”,
marking the beginning of
a long-term platform that
reflects the brand’s con-
nection with Indian fami-
lies and kitchens. Built
around the emotion of
apnapan — the warmth

and understanding shared
among loved ones — the
campaign highlights how
Glen products are designed
around the everyday needs
of Indian homes and cook-
ing habits. Speaking about

the campaign, Amarpreet
Singh Modi said, “Glen
has always understood the
Indian kitchen as a way of
life.” That instinctive un-
derstanding and warmth is
what Apnapan’ stands for.

The campaign features
four films set in real Indian
homes, showcasing every-
day moments of care and
connection through Glen
products including a chim-
ney, air fryer and built-in

hob.Commenting on the
launch, Rintu Dasgupta
said, “Glen has never com-
promised on product qual-
ity. This campaign gives a
voice to what consumers
have always felt about the
brand.

The campaign marks Glen’s
first major investment
in building an emotional
brand narrative around
Indian family values and
modern kitchens.

st-growing major steel producer.

findings come as India con-
tinues to focus on large-scale
infrastructure investments,
urbanisation, automobile
manufacturing, and renew-
able energy projects, all of
which are expected to sup-
port long-term steel con-
sumption growth.India>s
consistent growth in crude
steel production is increas-
ingly positioning the country
as one of the most important
drivers of future global steel
demand.

Korean court limits Samsung union

strike action

TBG NETWORK
SEQUL

Samsung Electronics
won a partial court in-
junction Monday re-
stricting its labor union’s
planned strike. The court
ordered the union to
maintain usual staffing
levels for key safety and
facility protection work
during the industrial
action. According to a
news report by The Ko-
rea Herald, the decision
places significant limits
on the union’s full-scale
strike scheduled to begin
Thursday, though it does
not ban the strike itself.
The Suwon District
Court partially accepted
the April 16 injunction
request filed by Sam-
sung Electronics against
the union. The ruling
ordered the labor orga-
nization not to interfere
with the operation of
safety protection facili-
ties or work needed to
prevent facility damage
and product deteriora-
tion. This legal interven-
tion came as the com-
pany sought to shield its
manufacturing infra-
structure from poten-
tial disruptions caused

by the mass walkout.
“The union must not sus-
pend, abolish or obstruct
the maintenance and op-
eration of safety protec-
tion facilities at the same
level as usual -- including
staffing, operating hours,
operating scale and duty
of care on weekdays,
weekends and holidays --
nor instruct its members
to do so during the period
of industrial action,” the
report quoted the court
in its ruling.

As per the report, the
court further barred the
union from obstructing
essential work required
to prevent facility dam-
age and wafer deterio-
ration. It mandated that
such operations be main-
tained at prestrike levels
to ensure the stability of
the production environ-
ment. Beyond staffing
requirements, the court
prohibited the Sam-
sung Electronics Com-
pany Union and its chief,
Choi Seung-ho, from
occupying all or part of
Samsung’s facilities, in-
stalling locks, or block-
ing other workers from
entering the premises.
This ruling arrived just
three days before the

planned industrial action.
The union previously
announced its intention
to launch an 18-day
full-scale strike starting
Thursday. Labor leaders
predicted that approxi-
mately 50,000 Samsung
employees would par-
ticipate in the walkout,
which would mark a
significant escalation
in the ongoing dispute.
Meanwhile, Samsung
Electronics management
and the union entered
what is expected to be
their final round of nego-
tiations before the sched-
uled strike. The talks
took place on Monday at
the National Labor Rela-
tions Commission at the
Government Complex
Sejong, with the govern-
ment acting as a mediator
between the two parties.
The union demanded the
removal of the current cap
on performance-based bo-
nuses, which is currently
set at 50 per cent of an
employee’s annual salary.
It also sought the codifica-
tion of a bonus plan that
would allocate 15 -per cent
of Samsung Electronics’
operating profit as the
specific funding source
for such payments.

TVS VENU plans to acquire up to 9.9% in Jana Small Finance Bank

TBG NETWORK
BENGALURU

TVS Motor Company Chair-
man Sudarshan Venu-led
TVS VENU will acquire up
to 9.9 per cent stake in Jana
Small Finance Bank through
a mix of primary issuance
of warrants and secondary
share purchase, according
to a company statement is-
sued to exchanges.As part
of the transaction, TVS Mo-
tor Company will directly
acquire 51,60,903 equity
shares, representing 4.9 per

cent of the paid-up share
capital of Jana Small Finance
Bank, for a cash consider-
ation of Rs 193.31 crore.The
company informed stock
exchanges that its Invest-
ment Committee approved
the execution of a share pur-
chase agreement with Jana
Holdings Limited for the
acquisition. The transaction
is expected to be completed
within three months, subject
to customary closing condi-
tions.In the press release,
TVS VENU said the invest-

ment is aimed at strength-
ening its presence in India’s
financial services ecosystem
and enabling collaboration
with Jana Small Finance
Bank in the long term.”TVS
VENU has agreed to acquire
a minority stake in Jana
Small Finance Bank Lim-
ited through a combination
of primary issuance of war-
rants and a secondary pur-
chase for an equity owner-
ship of up to 9.9% on a fully
diluted basis, which includes
4.9 per cent to be owned by

TVS Motor Company, sub-
ject to all applicable approv-
als,” the release stated. The
company said Jana Small
Finance Bank has a signifi-
cant presence in retail and
MSME banking with over
12 million customers, 822
outlets across 23 states and
two Union Territories.
According to the regulatory
filing, Jana Small Finance
Bank reported total income
of Rs 6,374.76 crore and prof-
it after tax of Rs 326.43 crore
in FY26.

Actors from the film “Krishnavataram...” visited
ISKCON Dwarka on May 16

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The makers and cast of
the recently released film
“Krishnavataram: Part
1 - The Heart,” which has
made a strong impact at
the box office, visited ISK-
CON Dwarka Shri Shri
Rukmini Dwarkadhish
Temple on Saturday morn-
ing, May 16, for darshan.
Film producer Sajan Raj
Kurup was accompanied
by actor Siddharth Gupta
and actress Sanskriti Jaina.
Speaking about the choice
of this mythological subject,
producer Sajan Raj Kurup
said that Lord Krishna is
the supreme divine per-

Ll

sonality who is deeply con-
nected with people’s emo-
tions. Whether in Gujarat,
Odisha, Manipur, or Kerala,
temples dedicated to Lord
Krishna can be found across
every corner of the country,
binding people together in a
thread of love. Through this
film, the team also wishes to

Hemraj: The Visionary Force of International Contemporary Art

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

In the expanding landscape
of contemporary art, where
artistic practices often be-
come trapped within tech-
nique, theory, or spectacle,
Hemraj emerges as a rare
and compelling presence.
His paintings and sculp-
tures exist beyond conven-
tional narratives of emo-
tion, symbolism, and visual
storytelling. They inhabit
an extraordinary psycho-
logical territory — a silent
space suspended between
emotion and no emotion,
between consciousness and
emptiness, between the vis-
ible and the unknowable.
Hemraj’s art cannot be
confined within the ordi-

nary definitions of abstract
painting. His works are not
illustrations of ideas, nor
are they dependent on dec-
orative abstraction. Instead,
they function as living visual
experiences. Every line, sur-
face, gesture, and spatial in-
terruption in his paintings
carries an internal vibration
that resists direct explana-
tion. This resistance is pre-
cisely what gives his work
international significance in
contemporary art discourse.
Having spent more than
three decades in the field of
visual art, Hemraj has es-
tablished himself as one of
the important independent
voices in Indian contempo-
rary abstraction. His artistic
journey includes solo exhi-
bitions in India and abroad,

participation in internation-
al auctions including Bon-
hams in New York, and exhi-
bitions in the United States,
Germany, and other interna-
tional platforms. Yet, unlike
many contemporary artists
who rely heavily on concept-
driven presentation, Hem-
raj’s strength lies in the pu-
rity of visual language itself.
What distinguishes Hemraj

from many contemporary
practitioners is that his
work rises above method
and technique. Technique
exists in his paintings, but it
never becomes the destina-
tion. His process is instinc-
tive yet disciplined, intellec-
tual yet deeply organic. The
viewer does not encounter a
painted surface alone; one
encounters a psychologi-
cal field. The forms appear
fragmented yet complete,
chaotic yet meditative, ac-
cidental yet inevitable.
In Hemraj’s paintings,
emotion is neither fully
expressed nor entirely ab-
sent. His work exists in the
threshold between emotion-
al intensity and emotional
silence. This “in-between
state” becomes the central

philosophical quality of his
visual language. The paint-
ings do not tell stories in a
literal sense, but they evoke
states of existence — isola-
tion, movement, memory,
tension, stillness, expan-
sion, and disappearance.
The viewer becomes part
of the work by attempt-
ing to emotionally locate
themselves within these
shifting visual structures.
His sculptures carry the
same philosophical ten-
sion. Whether imagined in
monumental stainless steel
forms or developed through
abstract structural composi-
tions, the sculptures reject
imitation of reality. Instead,
they transform space itself
into an emotional and in-
tellectual experience. Their

reflective surfaces, frag-
mented geometries, and
organic movements create
a dialogue between the hu-
man body, architecture,
and psychological space.
In many ways, Hemraj’s
sculptural thinking aligns
with the global evolution
of contemporary public art,
while maintaining a deeply
personal visual identity.
Another remarkable aspect
of Hemraj’s work is its free-
dom from fixed interpreta-
tion.

Contemporary art today
often depends excessively
on written statements and
theoretical frameworks.
Hemraj’s work resists this
dependency. His paintings
do not require explanation
to create impact.

spread a global message of
love and harmony, encourag-
ing people to stay connected
with one another. According
to him, goodwill and love are
the greatest keys to peace.
He further shared that dur-
ing the two-and-a-half-year
journey of making the film,
every effort—from acting

and artwork to jewellery,
costumes, and set design—
was made with devotion to
present a divine vision of
Lord Krishna on screen. It
often felt as though every
decision was being made
with the blessings and guid-
ance of Lord Krishna him-
self. He added that every
task done with faith, purity,
and sincerity eventually
succeeds. The team is pray-
ing for the film’s continued
success and has received
immense love from audi-
ences over the past week.
Actor Siddharth Gupta said
that portraying the role of
Lord Krishna in the film was
agreat blessing and privilege
for him.

SC order on illegal
commercial use triggers
MCD survey across Delhi

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A recent Supreme Court
order raising concerns
over rampant illegal con-
structions and commer-
cial misuse of residential
areas across the country
has prompted the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) to begin a citywide
survey toidentify land-use
violations in the capital.
The directions came in
the case of Loganathan
v. State of Tamil Nadu
Supreme Court Proceed-
ings, in which the apex
court observed that there
appeared to be “wide-
spread and blatant” vio-

lations of building bye-
laws and land-use norms
in urban areas. The court
directed municipal bod-
ies in all state capitals
to identify residential
areas allegedly being
used for non-residen-
tial purposes and sub-
mit affidavits before it.
Following the order,
MCD commissioner
Sanjeev Khirwar issued
directions to all 12 zonal
deputy commissioners to
conduct asurvey of residen-
tial premises allegedly being
used for commercial activi-
ties, according to reports
published by PTI and sev-
eral media organisations.
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MONUMENTS SEE HUGE TOURIST TURNOUT ON
WORLD MUSEUM DAY WITH FREE ENTRY

Deputy CM Diya Kumari reviews Albert Hall upgrade plans, Al-based facilities proposed

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

n World Museum
Day, museums and
monuments across

Rajasthan witnessed heavy
tourist footfall, with free
entry and traditional Raj-
asthani welcome including
tilak and garlands at sites
such as Albert Hall Mu-
seum, Amer Fort, Hawa
Mahal, Jantar Mantar and
Nahargarh Fort. A special
exhibition titled “Somnath
Swabhiman Parv” was or-
ganised at Albert Hall high-
lighting historical events
and cultural revival.

Deputy Chief Minister
Diya Kumari visited the ex-
hibition and reviewed pro-
posed development plans
for Albert Hall. She said the
museum will be upgraded
with modern facilities in-
cluding Al-based informa-
tion systems, LED screens,
and new thematic galleries
such as Egyptian mummies,
coin collection displays, mu-
sical instruments and pot-
tery experiences.

The state government
has prepared a Rs 26 crore

,

Dy CM Diya Kumari visited exhibition and reviewed proposed development plans for Albert Hall Jaipur

Deputy Chief Minister Diya Kumari visited the exbibition

and reviewed proposed development plans for Albert Hall.

She said the musewm will be upgraded with modern facilities
including AI-based information systems, LED screens, and new
thematic galleries such as Egyptian mummies, coin collection
displays, musical instruments and pottery experiences.

Kota Collector reviews
wheat procurement, directs launches operation
supply management

TDG NETWORK
KOTA

District Collector Piyush
Samaria reviewed wheat
procurement at Minimum
Support Price and ration
distribution during a week-
ly meeting at the Collector-
ate auditorium. He directed
officials to ensure adequate
availability of gunny bags
at mandis and procure-
ment centres for smooth
procurement operations.
He instructed that wheat

distribution for April to
June be completed on time
and fresh stock for July be
procured from FCI without
delay to maintain uninter-
rupted supply.

Reviewing budget an-
nouncements, he asked de-
partments to ensure timely
implementation of approved
proposals and update prog-
ress regularly on a Google
Sheet. He also reviewed di-
lapidated buildings and di-
rected municipal officials to
take safety measures before

the monsoon season, along
with proper drain cleaning
and drainage arrangements.

He stressed preparations
for the “Vande Ganga Jal
Sanrakshan Jan Abhiyan”
starting May 25, urging
public participation in wa-
ter conservation efforts.
The campaign will run from
May 25 to June 5, including
awareness drives, Kalash
Yatra and restoration of
water structures. Senior
district officials were pres-
ent at the meeting.

DDCC meeting reviews
development works, stresses

water, health, roads

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

The District Development
Coordination and Moni-
toring Committee meeting
was held at the Jaipur Col-
lectorate auditorium, at-
tended by Jaipur MP Manju
Sharma, Jaipur Rural MP
Rao Rajendra Singh, Dausa
MP Murari Lal Meena and
Sikar MP Amararam along
with MLAs and officials.
The meeting discussed
major public issues includ-
ing drinking water supply,

electricity, roads, health
services and sanitation.
Special emphasis was laid
on improving water supply
during the summer, timely
completion of development
works, drainage clean-
ing before monsoon, and
expansion of public wel-
fare schemes such as PM
SVANidhi and PM Awas
Yojana.

Directions were issued for
development of the Dravy-
avati River, improvement
of cremation ground facili-
ties, expansion of CHC ser-

vices, and plantation along
highways. Awareness on
HPV vaccination and other
health schemes was also
stressed.

District Collector Sand-
esh Nayak and senior of-
ficials briefed progress on
multiple central and state
schemes, while DMFT
fund utilization was also
reviewed.

The District Development
Coordination and Moni-
toring Committee meeting
held at the Jaipur Collector-
ate auditorium

development plan to trans-
form Albert Hall into a
world-class heritage mu-
seum with 18 advanced
galleries, light shows, sou-
venir shops and cafeterias.
Officials said the aim is to
blend heritage preservation
with modern technology to
enhance visitor experience.

Baran Police

Vajra Prahar

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

The Baran Police carried
out “Operation Vajra Pra-
har”, freezing assets worth
Rs 5.82 crore belonging to
an accused drug network.
Acting under Section 68-F
of the NDPS Act, the action
targets properties earned
through illegal narcotics
trade.

According to SP Abhishek
Andasu, the operation has
resulted in the freezing of
a two-storey luxury bun-
galow, vehicles including
Scorpio, Maruti car, trac-
tor, motorcycle and scooter,
along with bank accounts
linked to accused Kishore
Meena, his brother Ghan-
shyam Meena, and wife
Anita Meena.

Investigations revealed
that over Rs 33 lakh was
deposited in their accounts
without any legitimate
source of income, while
earlier NDPS cases had led

Police foil IPL bett

The total illegal
wealth and
transactions were
found to be around
Rs5.82crore.

to seizure of 263 kg doda-
chura. The total illegal
wealth and transactions
were found to be around Rs
5.82 crore.

The case has been ap-
proved by the competent
authority in Delhi for asset
freezing. Income Tax, GST
and other agencies have
also initiated parallel inves-
tigations into dispropor-
tionate assets and financial
irregularities. Officials said
similar economic actions
will continue to dismantle
the financial base of drug
mafias.

RIICO revises industrial
plot rules, sets fee for
logistics conversion activity

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan State In-
dustrial Development and
Investment Corporation
(RIICO) has introduced
new regulations for permit-
ting logistics and warehous-
ing activities on industrial
plots. The decision, taken
in the RIICO board meeting
on April 24, 2026, was for-
malized through an order
issued on May 13.

Under the new system,
applicants seeking to con-
vert industrial use into lo-
gistics or warehousing will
have to pay a permission fee
equivalent to 0.50 times the
prevailing land rate of the
respective industrial area.
The fee will be calculated
based on current land valu-
ation in each zone.

A special relief has been
announced for applicants
applying on or before July
31, 2026, during which no
additional charges will be
levied. However, applica-
tions submitted after this
date will attract the revised
fee structure, increasing

-

¥

Under the new system, applicants seeking
to convert industrial use into logistics or
warehousing will bave to pay a permission
[fee equivalent to 0.50 times the prevailing
land rate of the respective industrial

area. The fee will be calculated based on
current land valuation in each zone.

overall costs.

RIICO clarified that cases
already granted final ap-
proval will not be reopened.

The remaining provisions
will continue as per existing
guidelines across industrial
zones.

Secretary reviews Jodhpur
hospitals, directs heat relief
for patients and elderly

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

Principal Secretary of Medi-
cal Education Department
Gayatri Rathore chaired
review meeting at Dr Sam-
purnanand Medical College
auditorium, Jodhpur, on
Monday, assessing facilities,
infrastructure, human re-
sources, ongoing construc-
tion and medical equipment
across affiliated hospitals.
Principal and Controller
B S Jodha presented details
of sanctioned posts, staffing
levels, OPD/IPD load, bed
capacity, operation theatres,
budget works, equipment
and medicines availability.
She directed hospitals to
ensure adequate arrange-
ments for patients and at-
tendants amid intense heat,
including shade, drinking
water, seating and cool-
ing facilities, with special
priority to senior citizens
to reduce waiting time and

1ng

operation in Jaipur, nine
accused nabbed

TDG NETWORK
JAIPUR

In a strong action against
illegal IPL betting, police
arrested nine bookies after
raids at two locations in
Sanganer Sadar and Murli-
pura areas. The accused
were allegedly betting on
the Rajasthan Royals vs Del-
hi Capitals match through
an online network.

Special Commissioner
(Operations) Om Prakash
said the raids were conduct-

ed by the Commissionerate
Special Team following in-
puts of illegal betting activ-
ity. Police seized 20 mobile
phones, LED screens, bet-
ting registers, cash, and two
luxury vehicles. Accounts
worth crores were reported-
ly found in recovered regis-
ters. Investigations revealed
that the accused were oper-
ating an organised betting
network using mobile apps
and taking “lines” from
established bookmakers.

Some suspects were run-
ning operations from rooms
above shops and even from
residential houses to avoid
detection.

Police said multiple ac-
cused from Jaipur and
Tonk have been arrested
under relevant legal provi-
sions including BNS and IT
Act. Further interrogation
is underway to uncover the
wider betting syndicate and
financial links involved in
the IPL betting network.

improve comfort.

Rathore emphasized ef-
ficient use of manpower
through rotation and rede-
ployment across units to en-
sure uninterrupted services,
and ordered timely disposal
of expired medicines and
unused equipment as per
prescribed procedures.

She also stressed strict
adherence to SOPs in op-
eration theatres, improved
quality of services, and

strengthening of hospital
information and display
systems so patients can ac-
cess clear guidance easily.
Senior doctors and offi-
cials from the Medical Col-
lege and affiliated hospitals
were present at the meeting,.
Principal Secretary of Medi-
cal Education Department
Gayatri Rathore chaired
review meeting at Dr Sam-
purnanand Medical College
auditorium, Jodhpur.

Post-Antibiotic Era: Are
Common Infections
Becoming Untreatable?

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

For years, antibiotics
have been one of the
modern medicines biggest
protections against the
infections. A simple course
of medicine could treat
pneumonia, urinary tract
infections, and post-surgical
complications as well. But
today, the world is moving
closer to a dangerous
reality where some of these
infections are becoming
very difficult and in certain
cases, almost impossible - to
treat. This growing threat is
also known as antimicrobial
resistance.

AMR occurs when
bacteria, or parasites stops
responding to medicine
that were earlier effective
against them. As as a result
of which, infections lasts
longer, medical treatment
becomes more complicated,
hospital stays increase and
risk of severeillness or death
rises. As per World Health

Organisation bacterial AMR
was directly responsible for
around 1.27 million deaths
in 2019 and was associated
with nearly 4.95 million
deaths globally. WHO
identifies AMR as one of the
top global public health and
development threats.

The warning signs are
visible already. Most
recently, WHO global
antibiotic resistance
surveillance report
indicated rising resistance
trends across bloodstream
infections, urinary tract
infections, on the basis
of data from around 100
countries.

In India, the concern
around antimicrobial
resistance is especially
alarming, as antibiotics are
frequently used without
proper medical guidance.
Self-medication, easy over-
the-counter availability,
inadequate infection control
practices, and delayed
diagnostic interventions
continue to fuel the problem.
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MIND MATTERS 5

MOST SHAMEFUL CONDUCT IN NEET EXAM!

A dangerous assault on the minds of lakhs of students; if we can conduct free and fair elections, why not examinations?

OPINION

he leakage of the
NEET examina-
tion papers is not

merely a shameful inci-
dent, it is in effect a psy-
chological violation of
millions of students. The
shockwaves of this scan-
dal have not only shaken
the students themselves,
but also deeply disturbed
their parents and fami-
lies. I am compelled to
write this article in severe
and uncompromising
language because I myself
am profoundly shaken. A
troubling question contin-
ues to haunt me: If we are
technologically capable
of conducting free, fair
and transparent elections
across the length and
breadth of this vast na-

DRVIJAY DARDA

tion without interference,
why are we incapable of
conducting examinations
with honesty and integ-
rity? How can we permit
such a vile, humiliating
and insensitive betrayal
of the very students who
are our future? How can
a society move forward
while trampling upon the
dreams and aspirations of
its youths?

The incident of the ques-
tion paper leak has inflict-
ed severe mental anguish
not only upon the more
than 22.05 lakh students
who appeared for the ex-
amination but also upon
countless others prepar-
ing for future competitive
examinations. Their faith
has been deeply shaken.
A disturbing fear has now
taken root in their minds:
That while they toil with
sincerity and discipline,
success may ultimately
belong to those who gain
access to the question
papers beforehand. Stu-
dents devote themselves
wholeheartedly to their
studies. They sacrifice
comfort, peace and per-
sonal joys while nurturing

OPINION

The geopolitical and eco-
nomic landscape of the
21st century is increasingly
defined by resource diplo-
macy, climate adaptation,
and cross-border technol-
ogy transfers. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s official
visit to the Netherlands on
May 16-17, 2026, marks a
watershed moment in this
paradigm. Invited by Dutch
Prime Minister Rob Jetten,
the Indian leader’s engage-
ment in The Hague went far
beyond routine diplomatic
protocols. Amidst shifting
global dynamics, the two
nations formally elevated
their bilateral relations to a
‘Strategic Partnership.’
While the visit yielded
sweeping agreements on
semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, and maritime
security, its most profound
domestic impact for India
lies in the domain of hy-
draulic engineering. By
bridging Dutch maritime
mastery with Indian infra-
structural scale, the visit
has breathed fresh life into
one of India’s most ambi-
tious, yet long-delayed,
mega-engineering blue-

SUDHIRS. RAVAL

prints: Gujarat’s Kalpasar
Yojana. Through a newly
inked Letter of Intent (LoI)
for technical cooperation,
a vision conceptualized de-
cades ago is finally transi-
tioning from a bureaucratic
stalemate into an actionable
reality.

REDEFINING
BILATERAL

DYNAMICS

The elevation of India-
Netherlands relations to a
Strategic Partnership re-
flects growing convergen-
ces in economic stability
and technological co-inno-
vation. The Netherlands is
not only one of India’s top
trading partners in Europe
but also a critical gateway
to the continental market.
During high-level delega-
tion talks and an intensive
CEO roundtable, Prime
Minister Modi positioned
India as a stable, cost-ef-
fective manufacturing hub,
citing next-generation re-
forms in governance, taxa-
tion, and labor codes.

The outcomes of the sum-
mit were multi-dimen-
sional, spanning a com-
prehensive Security and
Defence Partnership and
the Dutch decision to join
the Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI). However,
the centerpiece of the bilat-
eral roadmap was sustain-
ability and water manage-
ment. The historical ties
between the two nations,
underscored by a shared
vulnerability to climate-
induced water crises, found
their ultimate expression

the dream that clearing
NEET will secure them
admission into medical
colleges, enabling them to
become competent doc-
tors and serve the nation.
Yet, the criminals within
the system have shattered
those dreams. True, the
examination may be con-
ducted again, but the en-
thusiasm, determination
and emotional investment
associated with one’s first
attempt are irreplaceable.
Once that momentum is
broken, how can it truly
be restored? And what of
the emotional devastation
suffered by their parents,
siblings and families,
who invested their hopes
and aspirations alongside
them?

Since this latest inci-
dent of question paper
leak sparked nationwide
outrage and intense pub-
lic debate, the examina-
tion was cancelled. But is
malpractice in competi-
tive examinations a new
phenomenon? Certainly
not. A glance through
history reveals dozens of
such cases. Yet, if one at-
tempts to discover how
many of the real master-
minds behind these scan-
dals were ever punished,
one may scarcely find
even a single convinc-
ing example. You surely
remember the infamous
Vyapam scam of Madhya
Pradesh. Hundreds of
arrests were made and a
few persons were indeed
convicted. However, dur-

during a joint visit by both
Prime Ministers to the
iconic Afsluitdijk—the leg-
endary 32-kilometer-long
Dutch sea dam. The Afs-
luitdijk (pronounced 4HF-
slyt-dike) is a monumental
32-kilometer-long (20-mile)
sea dam in the Netherlands.
Constructed between 1927
and 1932, it is widely con-
sidered one of the greatest
engineering marvels of the
20th century. This site visit
served as the perfect back-
drop for addressing India’s
complex coastal engineer-
ing challenges.

THE GENESIS OF
KALPASAR YOJANA
AND DECADES OF
STAGNATION

To understand the sig-
nificance of the 2026 In-
do-Dutch pact, one must
examine the history of the
Kalpasar Project (the Gulf
of Khambhat Development
Project). Initially envisioned
in the late 20th century, the
project gained official politi-
cal momentum under the
leadership of Gujarat’s then-
Chief Minister, Keshubhai
Patel. The fundamental core
of the Yojana was simple yet
revolutionary: construct a
massive sea dam across the
Gulf of Khambhat to convert
a saline marine environ-
ment into a colossal fresh-
water reservoir.

Despite its immense prom-
ise to permanently resolve
the acute water shortages
plaguing the arid regions
of Saurashtra and Kutch,
the project faced a multi-
decade impasse. When Na-
rendra Modi assumed the
Chief Ministership of Gu-
jarat in the early 2000s, his
administration initiated ex-
tensive marine surveys and
funded exhaustive feasibil-
ity studies. Yet, the project
remained gridlocked on the
drafting table.

The stagnation was not
born out of a lack of politi-

The betrayal of students’ trust is a very
serious matter. What about the hard
work they put in throughout the year;
sacrificing everything in pursuit of
success? Who will compensate for the
mental trauma they bave suffered?

ing the investigation, at
least 48 people connected
to the case one way or
another died under mys-
terious circumstances.
The names of several in-
fluential individuals also
surfaced, yet the identity
of the true architect of the
conspiracy was never
conclusively established.
Can it really be believed
that if a government gen-
uinely wished to uncover
the entire truth, the facts
could remain hidden?

That seems highly im-
probable. Inevitably, one
is left with the suspicion
that certain aspects were
deliberately overlooked
so that the real ‘crocodiles’
of the system would never
be trapped.

In truth, the crocodiles
are almost never caught.
Investigating agencies
manage to net only a few
small fish. The larger fish
continue to swim freely,
while the crocodiles re-
main entirely untouched

and secure. This is hardly
a new revelation. Stories
of the firm grip of such
powerful vested interests
over the education sys-
tem are so widespread
that wherever one looks,
another example readily
emerges.

The task of conducting
a thorough investiga-
tion into the latest NEET
question paper leak has
now been entrusted to the
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI). Yet, even
from a commonsense per-
spective, certain aspects of
the case appear strikingly
evident. In connection
with the leak, the name
of one Rakesh Kumar
Mandawariya from Sam-
arthpura village in Khan-
dela tehsil of Rajasthan’s
Sikar district has surfaced
prominently. After com-
pleting his education up to

standard X, he reportedly
left his village and moved
to Sikar, where he has
been residing for the past
15 years. What exactly
does he do? The answer to
this question introduces a
curious twist to the story.
For the past several years,
he has allegedly been op-
erating a ‘consultancy
office’ directly opposite
a coaching institute on
Piprali road in Sikar. One
must pay close attention to
this detail: He is not em-
ployed by the coaching in-
stitute. Rather, he runs an
independent consultancy
office, situated in front of
the institute. Consultancy
for what purpose? No
clear answer has emerged.
Although the allegations
against him have not yet
been proven, any reason-
able observer can infer
the nature of the role he
may have played. Equally
evident is the fact that if
Rakesh Mandawariya is
indeed culpable, he can-
not possibly be acting
alone. He is merely the
visible face of amuch larg-
er operation. Behind him,
there must exist an exten-
sive syndicate. Otherwise,
how could question pa-
pers have travelled across
such a vast geographical
span from Rajasthan to
Haryana, Bihar, Maha-
rashtra, Jammu & Kash-
mir, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana? Educationist
Khan Sir’s observation
appears entirely justi-
fied: When we purchase

something as ordinary as
a diaper, it does not leak,
yet here, an entire nation-
al examination system has
collapsed through leak-
age. The National Testing
Agency (NTA) was es-
tablished nine years back
precisely to preserve the
sanctity and integrity of
examinations. But did the
situation improve after the
agency was established?
Apparently not!

It is my unambiguous
view that the question pa-
perleak is not an ordinary
crime. The cartel of the ed-
ucation mafia responsible
for such acts is, in many
ways, more dangerous
to society than even the
drug mafia. If an unquali-
fied person succeeds in
clearing a competitive ex-
amination through such
corruption and eventually
becomes a doctor, one can
only imagine the extent to
which human lives may be
endangered in the future.
Crimes such as examina-
tion paper leaks should
be treated as acts border-
ing on treason against the
nation. The punishment
must be so severe that the
very thought of becoming
part of such a syndicate
instills fear among the
perpetrators. After all,
leaking question paper is
also a form of terrorism!

The author is the chairman,
Editorial Board of Lokmat
Media and former member
of Rajya Sabba.
vijaydarda@lokmat.com
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calwill, but rather the sheer,
unprecedented scale of the
engineering challenges in-
volved. Closing a high-tidal
gulf where seven major riv-
er systems—including the
Narmada, Mahi, Sabarmati,
and Dhadhar—empty into
the sea requires navigat-
ing extreme hydrodynamic
pressures, complex siltation
patterns, environmental im-
pact variables, and monu-
mental marine construction
requirements that pushed
the limits of conventional
civil engineering.

DECODING THE
BLUEPRINT:
SOCIO-ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATIONS
The revised scope of the
Kalpasar Yojana outlines
an engineering marvel de-
signed to fundamentally
reshape Western India’s
economy. The project cen-
ters on a 30-kilometer sea
dam connecting Bhavnagar
on the western coast of the
gulf to Bharuch on the east-
ern coast. This barrier will
trap an estimated 10 billion
cubic meters of freshwater,
effectively capturing nearly
25% of Gujarat’s average an-
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nual rainwater runoff that
otherwise flows wastefully
into the sea.

Beyond creating a mas-
sive freshwater basin, the
dam will support a state-of-
the-art, 10-lane transport
corridor over its crest. This
highway will cut the tran-
sit distance between South
Gujarat and the Saurashtra
peninsula from 240 kilome-
ters to just 60 kilometers,
saving millions of liters of
fuel annually and revolu-
tionizing regional logistics.

Furthermore, the revised
plan integrates a robust
clean-energy matrix capable
of generating 1,500 MW of
wind power and 1,000 MW
of solar power. The reliable
supply of freshwater will
breathe life into agriculture
across one million hectares
of parched land spanning
42 talukas in nine districts,
while simultaneously
stimulating local fisher-
ies, encouraging industrial
manufacturing zones, and
boosting eco-tourism.

THE DUTCH
CATALYST:
LEVERAGING
90 YEARS OF

ENGINEERING
MASTERY

The primary catalyst trans-
forming Kalpasar from a
stalled concept into a tan-
gible reality is the intro-
duction of Dutch hydraulic
expertise. The Netherlands
lives by the adage that
while God created the sea,
the Dutch made the shore.
Nearly a third of the country
sits below sea level, protect-
ed by an intricate network of
dikes, surges, and barriers.
By visiting the Afsluitdijk,
Prime Minister Modi di-
rectly inspected a structure
that completed the exact
transformation Kalpasar
aims to achieve: blocking
the North Sea to turn the
saltwater Zuiderzee into the
freshwater lake IJsselmeer.
Under the newly signed Let-
ter of Intent between India’s
Ministry of Jal Shakti and
the Netherlands’ Ministry
of Infrastructure and Wa-
ter Management, the Dutch
government will share over
90 years of operational, eco-
logical, and structural data
from the Afsluitdijk.
Crucially, the collabora-
tion addresses the proj-
ect’s most complex hurdle:

the ‘closure methodology.’
Safely dropping the final
structural blocks across a
roaring marine channel re-
quires highly sophisticated
hydraulic engineering.
World-renowned Dutch
maritime institutes, such as
Royal Haskoning, are now
working alongside Indian
engineers to model tidal
flows, mitigate heavy silt-
ation, and deploy advanced
eco-friendly dredging
techniques that minimize
disruption to marine biodi-
versity.

DOMESTIC AND
REGIONAL
IMPLICATIONS

For India, reviving the
Kalpasar Project under an
international partnership
is a strategic masterstroke.
While the landmark Sardar
Sarovar Dam on the Narma-
da River successfully miti-
gated Gujarat’s immediate
drought vulnerabilities over
the last two decades, rely-
ing on a single river system
poses long-term ecological
and strategic risks. Kalpasar
provides vital diversifica-
tion to India’s water security
strategy.

By retaining massive vol-
umes of surface water that
would otherwise cause
coastal flooding or exit into
the ocean, the project will
naturally recharge depleted
groundwater tables across
coastal Gujarat. This effec-
tively halts the dangerous
march of salinity ingress
that has long ruined fertile
agricultural tracts along the
coastline. Nationally, Kal-
pasar serves as a pioneering
blueprint for coastal reser-
voir engineering, offering
invaluable lessons for other
water-stressed maritime
states across India facing
climate-induced ground-
water depletion.

A LEGACY REALIZED
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s 2026 visit to the
Netherlands has success-
fully bridged the gap be-
tween historical vision and
futuristic execution. Elevat-
ing the bilateral relationship
to a Strategic Partnership
has yielded far more than
diplomatic goodwill; it has
unlocked the specialized
technical capabilities re-
quired to execute one of the
most sophisticated marine
engineering projects in hu-
man history.

By anchoring Dutch ex-
pertise to solve the complex
hydraulic challenges of the
Gulf of Khambhat, the Kal-
pasar Yojana is no longer
an elusive dream inherited
from Keshubhai Patel’s era.
Instead, it stands on the
verge of becoming a real-
ity. When completed, this
monumental project will
stand as an enduring monu-
ment to international coop-
eration, climate resilience,
and forward-looking infra-
structure engineering—fun-
damentally securing India’s
water and economic future
for generations to come.

Sudbir S. Raval is Consulting
Editor at the ITV Network.
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NECK SWELLING, VOICE CHANGES? IT COULD BE
ATHYROID NODULE

How imaging helps detect them early:.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he thyroid gland, located
I at the front of the neck,
plays an essential role
in controlling metabolism, en-
ergy production, heart rate, and
overall hormonal balance. One
of the most frequently detected
thyroid concerns today is the
presence of thyroid nodules—
abnormal lumps that form
within the gland. While hear-
ing the word “nodule” can cause
anxiety, most thyroid nodules
are non-cancerous. The chal-
lenge is that many people do not
realize they have them because
these growths often cause no
symptoms in the beginning,.

“A large number of thyroid
nodules are discovered inci-
dentally when patients undergo
scans for unrelated concerns
such as neck pain, cervical is-
sues, or routine health check-
ups. Since these nodules are
often silent, imaging plays a
crucial role in identifying them
before they create complica-
tions,” says Dr. Bimalpreet Mo-
han, Director, Chief Radiolo-
gist and Women Health expert
from Capital Health Cilnic in

Hauzkhas,New Delhi.

Because these nodules can re-
main unnoticed for years, many
patients are diagnosed only
when a doctor feels a lump dur-
ing a physical examination or
when an ultrasound, CT scan,
or MRI done for another reason
reveals an abnormality. In most
cases, early detection allows
doctors to monitor the condi-
tion and intervene only when
necessary.

Why thyroid nodules often go
unnoticed

Many nodules are extreme-
ly small and do not interfere
with normal thyroid function.
“Since they usually don’t cause
pain or visible swelling in the
initial stages, people may con-
tinue their daily lives without
any indication that something
is wrong” says Dr. Bimalpreet
Mohan.

However, larger nodules may
eventually lead to symptoms
such as:

» A noticeable lump in the neck
« Difficulty swallowing food

» Changes in voice or hoarseness
« A feeling of pressure in the
throat

« Breathing discomfort in severe
cases
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« Symptoms of hormone im-
balance such as sudden weight
changes or palpitations

HOW SCANS HELP DE-
TECT THYROID NODULES
EARLY

Modern imaging tools have sig-
nificantly improved the early
detection of thyroid abnormali-
ties. Among them, thyroid ul-
trasound is one of the most com-
monly advised tests because it
is non-invasive, painless, and

highly accurate in identifying
even small nodules.

“Ultrasound allows us to de-
tect thyroid nodules at a very
early stage, often before they
become visible or start causing
symptoms. It helps us assess the
size, structure, and any suspi-
cious features of the nodule, en-
abling timely intervention when
required,” says Dr. Mohan.

It helps in the following ways :
1. DETECTS VERY SMALL
ABNORMALITIES

Ultrasound can identify nodules
that are too tiny to be felt manu-
ally during a physical examina-
tion. This helps doctors track
them before they grow larger.
2. DIFFERENTIATES
BETWEEN TYPES OF
NODULES

Scans help determine whether
the growth is solid, fluid-filled,
or mixed, which helps guide
treatment decisions.

3. IDENTIFIES SUSPI-
CIOUS WARNING SIGNS

Radiologists look for specific
features such as irregular edges,
unusual calcification patterns,
or rapid growth that may re-
quire further testing.

4. HELPS GUIDE BIOPSY
PROCEDURES

If a nodule appears concerning,
ultrasound-guided fine needle
aspiration allows doctors to col-
lect tissue samples with preci-
sion.

5. SUPPORTS LONG-
TERM MONITORING

Not every thyroid nodule needs
surgery or aggressive treatment.
Many harmless nodules only re-
quire periodic imaging to ensure
they remain stable.

WHO SHOULD PAY CLOS-
ER ATTENTION?

Certain individuals may have a
higher risk and should be more
vigilant, including:

« People with a family history of
thyroid disease or thyroid can-
cer

» Those who have had radiation
exposure to the neck

« Patients experiencing persis-
tent neck swelling

« Individuals already diagnosed
with thyroid disorders

» Women, who are more com-
monly affected by thyroid con-
ditions

» Timely diagnosis can make
a significant difference in out-
comes.

“People often ignore minor
neck discomfort or assume it is
stress-related, but timely im-
aging can provide clarity and
peace of mind. Most thyroid
nodules are manageable, and
catching them early helps us
avoid unnecessary complica-
tions,” summed up Dr. Bimal-
preet Mohan.

WORLD HYPERTENSION DAY HIGHLIGHTED
NEED FOR BP AWARENESS

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

World Hypertension Day
was observed on May 17
every year as part of Hyper-
tension Awareness Month.
The theme for 2026 was
“Controlling Hypertension
Together: Check Your Blood
Pressure Regularly, De-
feat The Silent Killer.” The
day aimed to raise global
awareness about high blood
pressure and encouraged
detection, prevention, and
action at the health-system,
community, and individual
levels.

Hypertension was con-
sidered one of the leading
preventable causes of pre-
mature death across the
world. According to the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), around 1.4
billion adults between the
ages of 30 and 79 were liv-
ing with hypertension as of
2024, representing nearly
33% of the population in
that age group. Nearly 600
million adults with hyper-
tension were unaware of
their condition.

In India, around 220
million people were living
with hypertension with-
out knowing it, and nearly
one in four adults suffered

from high blood pressure,
according to WHO esti-
mates.

Hypertension was often
referred to as the “silent
killer” because it usually
showed no visible symp-
toms. It significantly in-
creased the risk of heart
attacks, kidney disease,
and strokes. Experts
stated that most complica-
tions related to hyperten-
sion could be prevented
through regular monitor-
ing, early detection, and
consistent treatment.

Sharing his thoughts
on the occasion, Gaurav
Verma, Chief Business
Officer of PharmEasy,
said that hypertension
remained one of the most
widespread yet most over-
looked health conditions
in India.

He stated that the disease
progressed silently with-
out dramatic symptoms or
warning signs until it had
already started affecting
the heart, brain, kidneys,
or eyes. He emphasized
that awareness and early
action were critical in pre-
venting serious complica-
tions.

He further added that
regular blood pressure
monitoring and preventive

care were not just medical
advice but the key differ-
ence between identifying
arisk early and managing
amajor health crisis later.
He also mentioned that
PharmEasy had been
working to make preven-
tive healthcare easier
through health checkups,
doctor consultations, and
at-home monitoring de-
vices that fit into people’s
everyday lives rather than
only clinical settings.
Hypertension could be

lar blood pressure mea-

ity, a healthy diet, reduced
alcohol consumption, and
proper medication.
Doctors also explained
that hypertension did not
develop overnight. It usu-
ally formed slowly over
several years without obvi-
ous symptoms. Some of the
major causes included un-
healthy lifestyles, under-

age, and genetics.

Common symptoms as- :
sociated with high blood :
pressure included dizzi- :
ness, persistent headaches, :
blurred vision, shortness
of breath, feeling light- :
headed, and a heavy sen- :

sation in the chest.

POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF A
HYPERTENSIVE EMERGENCY

Dizziness

Nausea and
Vomitting

)

Severe
Headache

Trouble
Breathing

Vision
Problems

9

Chest Pain

: It is quite common to hear
: people say, “Just rest and it
: will get better.” And while
: rest does matter, it is not al-
: ways the full answer.

Take a simple example.

: Someone undergoes a knee
. surgery. For the first few
: days, movement feels un-
: comfortable, even intimidat-
¢ ing. The natural instinctis to
: avoid using the leg altogeth-
. er. But in many cases, doc-
tors suggest starting gentle
: movement sooner than ex-
: pected. Not intense exercise,
: just small, careful steps.
controlled through regu- :
: early rehabilitation is about.
surement, physical activ- :
: through pain or rushing
: recovery. It simply means
. helping the body get back
: into motion at the right
: time, in a controlled way.
: When this happens, the
: body tends to respond bet-
ter. Muscles stay more ac-
 tive, joints do not stiffen as
* much, and overall recovery
¢ feels a bit smoother.

lying medical conditions, :

That is essentially what

It does not mean pushing

WHAT CHANGES
WHEN REHAB STARTS
EARLY

One of the first differ-
ences people notice is that
recovery does not feel as
overwhelming. Instead of
trying to regain strength
after weeks of inactivity,
progress begins earlier and
builds gradually.

Even small movements
help. They improve blood
circulation, which sup-
ports healing. They also
prevent the body from be-
coming too rigid. Anyone
who has stayed inactive for
too long knows how quick-
ly stiffness sets in.

Early Rehabilitation: The Key

: TDG NETWORK
: NEW DELHI

There is also a psycho-
logical shift. Recovery can
sometimes feel slow and
uncertain. Being able to
move, even slightly, gives a
sense of progress. It makes
the process feel active rath-
er than passive.

Over time, these small ef-
forts add up. People who
begin rehabilitation ear-
lier often find that they re-
turn to daily routines with
fewer difficulties. Walking,
climbing stairs, or even sit-
ting comfortably starts to
feel more natural again.

IT IS MORE THAN
JUST EXERCISE

Rehabilitation is often

to Faster Healing

misunderstood as a set of
exercises, but it is not only
about that. It is about help-
ing the body readjust.

Sometimes, it starts
with something as basic
as learning how to stand
properly again or putting
weight on a limb without
fear. These are things most
people take for granted un-
til they become difficult.

When rehabilitation be-
gins early, there is more
room to understand how
the body is reaacting. Doc-
tors and therapists can ad-
just the approach based on
what is working and what
is not. This makes the pro-
cess feel more personalised
rather than fixed.

FINDING THE RIGHT
BALANCE

Of course, starting early
does not mean doing too
much too soon. There is al-
ways a fine balance.

Every person heals dif-
ferently. What feels right
for one individual may not
work for another. That is
why guidance is important.

The idea is to move just
enough to support healing,
without putting unneces-
sary strain on the body.

In most cases, steady and
consistent effort works bet-
ter than trying to do too
much at once.

A THOUGHT TO KEEP
IN MIND

Healing is often seen as
something that just takes
time, and that is true to an
extent. But how that time is
used also matters.

Early rehabilitation is not
about speeding things up
in an aggressive way. It is
about avoiding delays that
come from staying inactive
for too long. It helps the
body stay engaged, even
while it is healing.

In the end, recovery is
rarely about one big step. It
is usually a series of small
ones, taken at the right
time, in the right way.
Inputs from Dr. Dbaram P.
Pandey, Director APARC
Health & Motion, Premier
Chian of Physiotherapy and
Rehabilitation care Provider.
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Watermelon, a popular
summer fruit, may offer
much more than just hy-
dration and refreshing taste.
Recent studies suggest that
regular watermelon con-
sumption could improve
overall diet quality and
even support better heart
and blood vessel health.

Researchers found that
people who eat watermel-
on tend to follow healthier
diets rich in vitamins, fiber,
antioxidants, and essential
nutrients while consuming
less added sugar and satu-
rated fat. Another study also
showed that watermelon
juice may help protect blood
vessel function and improve
cardiovascular health.

A study published in the
journal Nutrients exam-
ined data from the National
Health and Nutrition Exam-
ination Survey (NHANES)

across the United States. Re-
searchers compared the di-
ets of people who regularly
consumed watermelon with
those who did not.

The results showed that
both children and adults
who ate watermelon gen-
erally had higher-quality
diets. They consumed more
dietary fiber, magnesium,
potassium, vitamin C, vita-
min A, lycopene, and other
carotenoids. At the same
time, they had lower intake
of added sugars and satu-
rated fats. This finding is
important because many
Americans still fail to meet
the recommended daily
fruit intake. According to
the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, adults and
children should consume
between 1.5 and 2.5 cups of
fruit daily. However, most
people consume only about
half of that amount.

Another clinical trial con-
ducted by Louisiana State

Univer-
sity focused on
whether watermelon juice
could help protect blood
vessel function during pe-
riods of high blood sugar.
The randomized, double-
blind, placebo-controlled
crossover study involved
18 healthy young adults
who consumed watermelon
juice daily for two weeks.
Researchers mainly stud-

WATERMELON MAY SUPPORT HEART HEALTH AND BETTER NUTRITION

ff"@',

ied two
natural
com-

pounds found in water-
melon—L-citrulline and L-
arginine. These compounds
help the body produce
nitric oxide, which allows
blood vessels to relax and
expand. This process plays
an important role in healthy
blood circulation and heart
function.

The study found that

watermelon juice helped
maintain vascular function
during hyperglycemia and
also influenced heart rate
variability, both of which
are important indicators of
heart health.

Dr. Jack Losso, professor
at Louisiana State Univer-
sity’s School of Nutrition
and Food Sciences, said
that although the sample
size was small, the study
added valuable evidence
supporting watermelon’s
role in cardio-metabolic
health. He explained that
besides L-citrulline and L-
arginine, watermelon is also
rich in antioxidants, vitamin
C, and lycopene, all of which
help reduce oxidative stress
and may contribute to heart
disease prevention. Further
research and reviews have
continued exploring wa-
termelon’s role in improv-
ing blood vessel flexibility,
circulation, and endothelial
function.
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PLEA IN SUPREME COURT SE
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fresh petition has
been filed in the
Supreme Court

seeking major reforms in
the conduct of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (Undergraduate) or
NEET-UG, following the
controversy surrounding
the alleged NEET UG 2026
paper leak. The plea, filed
by Sudhakar Singh along
with other petitioners,
has requested the court to
direct the Central Govern-
ment to conduct NEET-UG
in Computer-Based Test
(CBT) mode instead of the
existing pen-and-paper
format.

The petition comes at a
time when the NEET UG
re-examination is sched-
uled for June 21, 2026. The
petitioners include social

activist Anubhav Garg, Dr.
Dhruv Chauhan, and Hari
Sharan Devgan. The plea
was filed through Advo-
cate Satyam Singh Rajput
along with Advocate-on-
Record Neema.

The petition challenges
the recent NEET-UG noti-
fication and seeks immedi-
ate steps for a secure and
transparent examination
process. One of the main
demands is that the up-
coming re-exam should
be conducted through a
fully Computer-Based
Test (CBT) system rather
than the traditional of-
fline method, which the
petitioners believe is more
vulnerable to leaks and
malpractice.

The petition also seeks
a direction for the au-
thorities to submit a time-
bound roadmap for shift-
ing NEET-UG completely

to a CBT framework. This
roadmap should include
details about infrastruc-
ture development, the
creation of more examina-
tion centres, cybersecurity
arrangements, and acces-
sibility measures for stu-
dents across the country.

Another major demand
is the replacement of the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) with a new inde-
pendent body called the
National Examination Au-
thority. According to the
petitioners, this new au-
thority should be profes-
sionally regulated, trans-
parent, and accountable
under statutory law, with
judicial oversight and ad-
vanced technological safe-
guards to prevent exami-
nation fraud.

The plea also requests
the constitution of a high-
level monitoring com-

mittee made up of retired
Supreme Court judges,
educationists, psycholo-
gists, cybersecurity ex-
perts, forensic scientists,
and administrative profes-

Supreme Court Reaffirms ‘Bail

Is the Rule’ in UAPA Cases

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has once again un-
derlined a key constitutional principle
by stating that “bail is the rule and jail
is the exception,” even in cases filed
under the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA). The important
ruling came while granting bail to a
Jammu and Kashmir resident accused
in a narco-terror case, and it may have
wider implications for pending UAPA
cases involving long periods of impris-
onment without trial, including those
linked to activists like Umar Khalid

and Sharjeel Imam.

A bench of Justices BV Nagarathna
and Ujjal Bhuyan granted bail to Syed
Iftikhar Andrabi, a resident of Hand-
wara in Jammu and Kashmir. Andrabi
had been accused of involvement in
cross-border heroin smuggling and
terror financing allegedly linked to
terror groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba

and Hizbul Mujahideen.

The court directed Andrabi to sur-
render his passport and report to the
local police station every 15 days as
part of the bail conditions. However,

the larger significance of the judgment
lies in the court’s strong observation
that strict bail provisions under Sec-
tion 43D(5) of the UAPA cannot justify
endless imprisonment without trial.

The bench stated that personal lib-
erty is protected under Articles 21
and 22 of the Constitution and cannot
be taken away indefinitely simply be-
cause a person is charged under anti-
terror laws. The judges observed that
the presumption of innocence remains
the foundation of a civilised legal sys-
tem and must be respected even in se-
rious criminal cases.

Section 43D(5) of the UAPA is con-

clude.

sidered one of the toughest bail provi-
sions in Indian criminal law. It makes
it extremely difficult for an accused
to get bail if the court believes the ac-
cusations appear “prima facie true.”
In many cases, this has resulted in ac-
cused persons spending years in jail
before their trials even begin or con-

The Supreme Court clarified that
while the law allows strict scrutiny in
terrorism-related cases, constitutional
rights cannot be ignored. It said that
anti-terror laws must function within

constitutional boundaries and cannot

override the right to liberty.

JSAD Condemns Viral

Courtroom Video Row

TDG NETWORK
MADURAI

The Judicial Service Asso-
ciation of Delhi (JSAD) has
strongly condemned the al-
leged illegal recording and
circulation of video clips
from courtroom proceedings
involving District Judge-04
(North-West), Rakesh Kumar
V, calling it a serious attack
on the dignity, indepen-
dence, and authority of the
judiciary.

The controversy began af-
teranalleged dispute during
court proceedings on May 16
between Judge Rakesh Ku-
mar V and Advocate Rajiv
Tehlan. Following the inci-
dent, lawyers’ bodies across
Delhi district courts raised
objections and demanded
action against the judicial
officer.

Soon after, the Coordina-
tion Committee of All Delhi
District Bar Associations
announced abstention from
judicial work on Monday.
The committee demanded
the immediate transfer of
Judge Rakesh Kumar V and
called for an inquiry into his
alleged conduct during the
proceedings. In a circular
issued on Sunday, the com-
mittee described the con-
duct during the hearing as
“highly objectionable and
unbecoming,” stating that
it had caused deep resent-
ment and serious concern
among members of the
district court Bar. Advocate
Vijay Bishnoi appealed to

members of the Bar to sup-
port the boycott in order to
protect the dignity and col-
lective respect of the legal
fraternity. Amid the grow-
ing controversy, the Delhi
High Court issued transfer
orders with immediate ef-
fect on Sunday evening.
Judge Rakesh Kumar V was
attached to the office of the
Director of the Delhi Judicial
Academy, while judicial offi-
cer Dhiraj Mittal was trans-
ferred from the Academy
to Rohini Courts as District
Judge-04 (North-West Dis-
trict). The order was issued
by Delhi High Court Regis-
trar Arun Bhardwaj. How-
ever, in a strongly worded
letter dated May 17, JSAD
expressed its “strongest con-
demnation and profound
anguish” over the circula-
tion of courtroom videos on
social media.

The association stated that

secretly recording judicial
proceedings and making
such clips viral is not only
improper but also unlaw-
ful. It said such acts are at-
tempts to scandalize courts,
weaken public confidence in
the justice delivery system,
and place judicial officers
under intimidation, public
pressure, and unnecessary
vilification while they per-
form their constitutional
duties. JSAD stressed that
no judicial officer can func-
tion fearlessly if coercion,
threats, and public shaming
become normal in a democ-
racy governed by the rule
of law. The association also
criticized the continued boy-
cott by lawyers despite the
Delhi High Court’s efforts to
restore normalcy. Referring
to settled Supreme Court
judgments against strikes
by advocates, JSAD stated
that such boycotts disrupt

court functioning, delay
justice, and negatively affect
litigants who depend on the
judicial system. The associa-
tion firmly stated that “the
independence of the judicia-
ryisnon-negotiable” and ex-
pressed complete solidarity
with Judge Rakesh KumarV
and all judicial officers per-
forming their duties with
integrity and courage.

The condemnation letter
was signed by JSAD Presi-
dent Devender Kumar Jan-
gala and Secretary Shefali
Barnala Tandon.

JSAD has also requested
the Delhi High Court toissue
directions for removing the
viral courtroom clips from
social media platforms
and urged all stakeholders
to maintain institutional
discipline and restore
normal judicial functioning
in the larger interest of
justice.

sionals. This committee
would be responsible for
recommending long-term
structural reforms for se-
cure national-level exami-
nations.

In addition, the petition
asks for strict implementa-
tion of the recommenda-
tions made by the Radha
Krishna Committee, which
had earlier examined re-

forms in examination sys-
tems. It also seeks the use
of encrypted digital paper
transmission, biometric
verification, Al-based sur-
veillance, and strict cyber-
security protocols in all
national examinations.

The petition strongly rec-
ommends “digital locking”
of question papers and
a complete shift to CBT
mode to eliminate risks as-
sociated with the physical
handling of exam papers.
According to the petition-
ers, this would significant-
ly reduce the possibility of
paper leaks and organized
cheating,.

The plea further de-
mands strict criminal
prosecution and fast-track
investigations against all
those involved in exam
leaks, including individu-
als, institutions, coaching
centres, middlemen, and

EKS CBT MODE FOR NEET UG

officials linked to such
rackets.

It has also requested the
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) to submit
a status report before the
Supreme Court within
four weeks regarding the
NEET UG 2026 paper leak
probe. This report should
include details of the net-
work uncovered, arrests
made, charges filed, and
the progress of prosecu-
tion.

Lastly, the petition seeks
adirection for NTA to pub-
lish NEET UG 2026 re-
sults centre-wise to ensure
greater transparency and
help detect irregularities
more effectively.

The case adds to grow-
ing pressure on authorities
to improve the credibil-
ity and fairness of India’s
most important medical
entrance examination.

Delhi HC Grants Interim Bail to
Baramulla MP Rashid Sheikh

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday granted interim
bail to Baramulla MP Abdul
Rashid Sheikh, also known
as Engineer Rashid, till June
2,2026, following the death
of his father. The relief was
granted on humanitarian
grounds to allow him to at-
tend the burial and perform
customary family rites.

Rashid’s father passed
away at ATIMS Delhi during
the intervening night of May
17 and 18. Following this, an
urgent plea was moved be-
fore the Delhi High Court
seeking interim bail so that
Rashid could participate in
the funeral and related cer-
emonies.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Prathiba M Singh and
Madhu Jain heard the mat-
ter and granted him interim
bail until June 2.

Advocate Vikhyat Oberoi,
appearing for Rashid along
with Nishita Gupta, re-
quested urgent hearing of
the plea. He submitted be-
fore the court that Rashid
needed temporary release
to conduct the burial, carry
out the customary rites, and
perform various ceremonies
that are traditionally re-
quired from a son after the
death of a parent.

After hearing both sides
and examining the records,
the bench observed that due
to the demise of the appel-
lant’s father, interim bail

was justified. The court
passed an order stating that
interim bail would remain
valid until June 2, 2026.

However, the court also
imposed strict conditions
while granting the relief. It
directed that Rashid must
remain accompanied by at
least two police officials in
plain clothes throughout
the entire period of interim
bail. These officials will ac-
company him from the mo-
ment he leaves jail until he
returns after completing the
ceremonies in Srinagar.

The Jail Superintendent
has been given the author-
ity to nominate the police of-
ficials who will remain with
him during this period. This
condition was imposed to
ensure security and moni-
toring while allowing him
temporary release.

The High Court also re-

stricted his stay to only two
specified addresses in Jam-
mu and Kashmir during the
bail period. This was done
to ensure that the interim
bail remains limited strictly
to humanitarian purposes
and is not misused.
Earlier, the High Court
had already allowed Rashid
to visit his father at AIIMS
when his health had deterio-
rated. At that time, the court
directed prison authorities
to take him from Tihar Jail
to AIIMS and return him to
jail on the same day.
Rashid is currently in
judicial custody in connec-
tion with a terror funding
case being investigated by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). He has been
lodged in Tihar Jail while
legal proceedings continue.
During an earlier hear-
ing on April 17, the defence

had informed the court that
Rashid’s father was seri-
ously ill and hospitalized.
At that stage, his legal team
had sought one month of in-
terim bail on humanitarian
grounds.

Special Public Prosecutor
Gautam Khazanchi had op-
posed the request for inter-
im bail on several grounds.
However, it was suggested
that custody parole could
be granted to allow him to
meet his father.

Rashid had previously
also been granted custody
parole to attend Lok Sabha
sessions as a sitting Member
of Parliament.

The latest order reflects
the court’s balancing of hu-
manitarian concerns with
legal restrictions, allow-
ing temporary relief while
maintaining strict supervi-
sion.

Delhi HC Issues Notice in
POCSO Bail Case

TDG NETWORK
MADURAI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday issued notice to a
school caretaker accused of
sexually assaulting a three-
year-old nursery student af-
ter Delhi Police challenged
the bail granted to him in
the serious case registered
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.

Justice Saurabh Banerjee
sought the response of the
accused and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
May 29. The plea was filed
by Delhi Police seeking can-
cellation of the bail granted
by a Dwarka court to the
accused, identified as Lalit
Kumar.

The case relates to an FIR
registered at PS Janakpuri
under Section 64(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and Section 6 of the POCSO
Act. According to the pros-

ecution, the incident came
to light on May 1, 2026,
when the child’s mother
approached the police alleg-
ing that her three-year-old
daughter had been sexu-
ally assaulted during school
hours inside a private school
in Janakpuri.

The child, who had report-
edly attended school only for
the second time, complained
of pain and discomfort af-
ter returning home. Later,
she allegedly identified
the school caretaker as the
person responsible for the
assault.

Following the complaint,
Delhi Police registered an
FIR and arrested the ac-
cused. However, the trial
court granted him regular
bail within a few days of his
arrest. Appearing for Delhi
Police, Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju strongly
opposed the bail and urged
the High Court to cancel it.
He told the court that the al-
legations involve a grave of-
fence under the POCSO Act,
which carries a minimum
sentence of 20 years and can
extend to life imprisonment.

Calling it an extremely se-

rious matter, he argued that
the trial court failed to prop-
erly consider the seriousness
of the allegations and the
evidence collected during
the investigation. He also
stated that the child victim
had identified the accused
during the investigation.

Advocate Rishikesh Ku-
mar, appearing for the vic-
tim’s family, informed the
court that the family had
also filed a separate plea
seeking cancellation of bail.
He added that another ac-
cused in the case, a teacher
from the same school, had
also been arrested, and her
bail plea is expected to be
heard soon. The prosecution
also referred to CCTV foot-
age, which allegedly showed
the accused moving toward
the school passage during
the time of the incident. The
State argued that the trial
court wrongly treated this
as evidence in favor of the
accused.
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CM GUPTA LAUNCHES METRO MONDAY

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

elhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on
Monday launched

the ‘Metro Monday’ initia-
tive, following Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s appeal
to conserve oil and fuel amid
the ongoing West Asia crisis.

To kickstart the cam-
paign, Chief Minister Gupta
boarded a Metro train from
the Kashmere Gate station
to the ITO Metro station.
After reaching the station,
she took an electric feeder
bus to reach her office at the
Delhi Secretariat. She was
accompanied by Cabinet
Ministers Parvesh Verma
and Ravindra Indraj during
the journey.

Aimed at promoting pub-
lic transport, fuel conserva-
tion under the wider ‘Mera
Bharat, Mera Yogdan’ frame-
work, the initiative saw
widespread adoption on its
first day. Following the Chief
Minister’s call, various min-
isters and senior officials of
the Delhi Government used
public vehicles to commute
via the Metro and other
modes of public transport to
reach their respective offices.

During the launch, Chief
Minister Gupta appealed to
citizens to use public trans-
port as much as possible,

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Monday launched the ‘Metro Monday’ initiative

“Delhi government offices will operate from 10:30 to 7, while
MCD offices run from 8:30 to 5. We appeal to Delbi citizens to
observe ‘No Vehicle Day’ once a week, choosing a day to leave
their private cars and use public transport,” CM Gupta added.

emphasising that the move
would significantly help
conserve fuel for the nation
and reduce pollution in the
city.

“I would like to request all
citizens that we all should
use public transport as much
as possible. This will not only
save fuel for the country but
is also extremely essential
for our Delhi. Today, under
the call of “Metro Monday,”
I, all my fellow ministers,
legislators, and officials have

made efforts to ensure that
today there is maximum use
of the metro or public trans-
port. In the same vein, we too
have reached here by metro
today. It is heartening to see
that many people of Delhi
have also decided to travel
via metro today. My heart-
felt thanks to everyone. Let
us together make Delhi even
better,” said CM Gupta.
Earlier, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta announced
a series of administrative

He refused to join BJP: Kejriwal
on AAP leader Singla’s arrest

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
on Monday came out in de-
fence of party leader Deepak
Singla after he was arrested
by the ED in an alleged mon-
ey laundering case, saying
he was facing the repercus-
sions of refusing to join the
BJP.

Singla was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) after searches in Delhi
and Goa led to the alleged
recovery of incriminating
documents, according to of-
ficials. “Deepak Singla was
not arrested because he did
anything wrong. Rather,
he was arrested because he
was working against the BJP
and refused to join the BJP.
Deepak is brave and fighting
for the country,” Kejriwal
said in a post on X in Hindi.

The ED on Monday con-
ducted searches at premises
linked to AAP’s Delhi poli-

tician Singla and some oth-
ers in an alleged bank loan
fraud-linked money laun-
dering case, officials said.
They said the raids are be-
ing undertaken at locations
in Delhi and Goa. Singla

Sanjeev Arora, calling him
“brave and patriotic”.
“Sanjeev ji, you are brave.
You are patriotic. Entire
Punjab is proud of you,”
Kejriwal said in another
post on X in Hindi. Arora,

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal on Monday came out in defence of

party leader Deepak Singla

had been a candidate for the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
from the Vishwas Nagar as-
sembly seat. He was raided
by the ED in 2024 too as part
of an investigation.
Kejriwal also praised ar-
rested Punjab minister

62, was arrested by the ED
on May 9 from his official
residence in Chandigarh
after raids were carried out
against him in an alleged Rs
100 crore GST fraud case
linked to the sale of mobile
phones.

and public initiatives, which
included “two days work-
from-home,” “Metro Mon-
day,” a one-year freeze on
official foreign visits and an
appeal for a weekly “No Ve-
hicle Day.”

The announcement was
made following Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent appeal urging citizens
to reduce fuel consumption,
adopt sustainable practices
and support economic resil-
ience amid global uncertain-

ties linked to the West Asia
conflict.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the national capital,
the Chief Minister said the
government is taking coor-
dinated steps at both admin-
istrative and private sector
levels to bring down fuel
consumption and improve
mobility in the national
capital. “We are acting at
two levels, government and
private. In the Delhi govern-
ment, there will be 2 days
of work-from-home each
week. The same advisory
will go to private companies
and institutions. The Labour
Department will monitor
this. For companies with a
larger number of employ-
ees, our ministers, officers,
and I myself will personally
request them to allow 2 days
of work-from-home, at their
convenience,” she said.

She also urged Delhi citi-
zens to observe ‘No Vehicle
Day’ once a week, choosing a
day to leave their private cars
and use public transport.

“Delhi government offices
will operate from 10:30 to
7, while MCD offices run
from 8:30 to 5. We appeal to
Delhi citizens to observe ‘No
Vehicle Day’ once a week,
choosing a day to leave their
private cars and use public
transport,” CM Gupta add-
ed. (ANI)

Atishi accuses BJP of attempting
to ‘steal organisational data’

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in the Delhi Assembly and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA Atishi on Monday
lambasted the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of trying
to “acquire organisational
data” of her party after En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
searches were conducted at
the residence of AAP leader
Deepak Singla in Goa.

In a post on X, Atishi said
the searches come amid
what she described as
AAP’s “growing popular-
ity” in Goa, alleging that
the BJP was attempting to
intimidate party workers
through enforcement ac-
tions.

“With Aam Aadmi Party’s
popularity growing in Goa,
BJP’s loyal foot-soldier, ED
has been sent here as well!
From early morning today,
there is an ED raid at the
residence of AAP Goa co-
incharge, Deepak Singla,
as well as the home of some
volunteers in Goa. Not only
is this an attempt to scare
our volunteers, but also to
acquire all our organisa-
tional data for the BJP!”
Atishi wrote in the post.

In a separate video mes-

LoPin the Delhi Assembly and AAP MLA Atishi on Monday
lambasted the BJP of trying to “acquire organisational data”

sage shared on X, Atishi al-
leged that the BJP used the
ED and IPAC against TMC
to win the West Bengal as-
sembly elections. She al-
leged that the BJP acquires
TMC’s organisational data
through the raids, inferring
that the same politics is be-
ing played in Punjab and
Goa ahead of the elections.

She said that the ED
raided the residence of the
AAP leader Sanjeev Arora
after he refused to join the
BJP, while those who joined
the party, including former
AAP MP Ashok Mittal,
were spared.

“The whole country
saw how the BJP used ED
against TMC in the Ben-
gal elections. The agency
IPAC, which was fighting
the elections for TMC, sent
the workers to jail. All the

data of TMC’s organisa-
tion was stolen through
ED before the elections.
After the elections, every-
one was released from jail.
After the Bengal elections,
the next attack was on Pun-
jab. In Punjab, raids were
launched on the houses of
common party leaders. No
action was taken on the BJP
leaders who ran away. But
leaders like Sanjeev Arora,
who refused to join the BJP,
were sent to jail. And now,
after Punjab, the next target
is Goa,” she said in the video
message.

She questioned the “raids”
on the residences of AAP
Goa co-incharge Deepak
Singla and other party
workers, describing it as the
BJP’s attempt to downplay
AAP in Goa, amid the par-

e,

ty’s “growing popularity.”

DU Law Faculty alumnus writes to VC seeking
closure of portable cabin classrooms

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A month after a fire broke
out at some portable cabins
of ARSD College, reigniting
concerns around the safety
of these structures, an alum-
nus of the Faculty of Law at
Delhi University (DU) has
written to the university au-
thorities seeking the imme-
diate closure of these make-
shift classrooms being used
at the faculty.

Advocate Umesh Kumar,
an alumnus of Law Centre-
I, in a representation to the
vice-chancellor, the dean of
the Faculty of Law and the
dean of students’ welfare,
has flagged concerns about
the condition of portable
cabins and urged the univer-
sity to shift classes to saferal-
ternative spaces.

While the portable cab-
ins at the Law Faculty are
not new, several DU colleges
have begun installing these

DTC bus mounts divider near Rajghat after brake failure

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

A Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC) bus mounted
aroad divider near the Ra-
jghat traffic signal in central
Delhi on Sunday after the
alleged brake failure, police
said on Monday.

The bus was travelling
from Sarai Kale Khan to
Rajghat when its braking
system reportedly devel-
oped a technical problem,
police said.

Several videos of the inci-
dent surfaced on social me-

DTC bus mounted a road divider near the Rajghat traffic signal
in central Delhi on Sunday

dia platforms, showing the
bus landing on the divider
near the busy intersection.
During a preliminary in-
quiry, it was found that the

bus was running empty at
the time of the incident, and
only the driver and conduc-
tor were inside the vehicle,
a senior police officer said.

“When the vehicle
reached near the Rajghat
traffic signal, the brakes
failed to function properly.
Realising the danger and
to prevent any untoward
incident, the driver steered
the bus onto the divider in
an attempt to stop it safely,”
the officer said.

The bus eventually came
to a halt after climbing onto
the divider, causing panic
among commuters and mo-
torists passing through the
stretch. However, no other
vehicle was hit during the
incident, police said.

temporary structures over
the past year to accommo-
date a surge in student intake
following the introduction of
the four-year undergraduate
programmes last year under
the National Education Poli-
cy, 2020. Echoing concerns,
a second-year student from
the Campus Law Centre
(CLC), said, “The condition
of the portable cabins is bad
and dangerous. Two of the
rooms being used for CLC
classes have AC, while the
third one doesn’t.”

“Fire safety is, of course,
a cause of concern, and
now the exams are being
conducted there. Many
representations have been
given to the administration
regarding the same, but no
solution has come out of it,”
the student added, request-
ing anonymity.

Another student, Sneha
Aggawal from Law Centre-
IL, concurred and said that
these semi-permanent struc-

tures have become unsafe
during summer.

“Many colleges, includ-
ing Shivaji, Dayal Singh,
Ramanujan, Faculty of Law,
have put up portable cabins.
Though the Law Faculty has
increased the fees by almost
three times, classes are still
being held in these portable
cabins,” Aggarwal added.
Referring to the fire incident
at ARSD College in April,
Umesh Kumar said the inci-
dent exposed the “grave risk”
posed by such temporary
structures being used for ac-
ademic purposes. “Itissub-
mitted that on 18.04.2026, a
major fire incident occurred
in the porta cabins at ARSD
College, wherein the cabins
were completely gutted. For-
tunately, no loss of life has
been reported,” Kumar said
in the representation to the
administration. He further
alleged that several portable
cabins across the university,
including those at the Fac-

ulty of Law, lacked adequate
fire safety infrastructure,
such as updated fire extin-
guishers, alarms, emergency
exits and proper electrical
safeguards. The represen-
tation also highlighted con-
cerns over extreme summer
conditions in Delhi, stating
that metallic and poorly
ventilated structures become
hazardous during high tem-
peratures and increase the
likelihood of fire outbreaks.
Kumar further claimed
that structures intended for
temporary use were being
used as permanent class-
rooms and administrative
spaces. According to the
representation, admissions
at the Faculty of Law have
increased since 2013, while
infrastructure has become
overburdened. Speakingto
PTI, Kumarsaid, “In 2024, a
petition had been filed point-
ing out several issues with
infrastructure and facilities.
Iwas one of the petitioners.”

MCD cleaning truck catches fire on Geeta Colony flyover

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

An MCD cleaning truck
caught fire on the Geeta Col-
ony flyover in Delhi’s Shah-
dara on Monday afternoon,
causing a massive trafficjam
in the area, an official of the
Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
said.

According to the DFS, a
call regarding the blaze was
received at 2.56 pm, follow-
ing which two fire tenders
were rushed to the spot.

The fire engulfed the
truck within minutes, with

thick plumes of smoke seen
rising from the flyover,
alarming motorists and
nearby residents.
Firefighters brought the
blaze under control after a

brief operation and prevent-
ed it from spreading further,
the officer said.

No injuries were report-
ed in the incident, he added.
The truck driver said smoke
suddenly started emanating
from the vehicle while it was
on the flyover. Sensing dan-
ger, heimmediately stopped
the truck and jumped out
to safety before the flames
intensified. Due to the in-
cident, traffic movement on
the busy stretch remained
affected for some time, with
vehicles piling up on both
sides of the flyover.

The Anti-Robbery and
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NEW DELHI

Snatching Cell (ARSC)
of Delhi Police has bust-
ed a major counterfeit
goods racket follow-
ing raids at two illegal
workshops in the Farsh

Khana area, arresting
two accused individuals,
officials said on Monday.

According to the po-
lice, the accused were
engraving fake trade-
marks of reputed manu-
facturing companies, in-
cluding HCH and NBC,
onto cheap imported

bearings before selling
them in the market as
genuine products.
During the operation,
the police team recov-
ered 5,067 fake and du-
plicate bearings. In addi-
tion, four stamping and
engraving machines,
one packing machine,

Police busts counterfeit bearings racket,

and substantial raw ma-
terials used for printing
and packaging were also
seized from the spots.
Police stated that the
counterfeit products
were being actively sup-
plied to various mar-
kets across Delhi and
its nearby areas, caus-

ing significant financial
losses to both consum-
ers and the original
brands.

Further details are
awaited. In a separate
incident, the Cyber Cell
of the Delhi Police Crime
Branch busted a ma-
jor immigration fraud

recovers over 5,000 fake units

racket involved in cheat-
ing people on the pretext
of providing Canada vi-
sas and work permits.
During the raid, police
arrested an immigra-
tion consultant, who
was accused of duping a
woman of Rs 1.83 crore.

According to the Crime

“Now, following the
ARSD fire, I have filed for an
urgent hearing. The hearing
is set to happen on July 6,”
headded. Referring toan
amicus curiae report in the
pending writ petition, he
said it had suggested shifting
three portable cabin classes
to alternative buildings until
new infrastructure was in-
stalled. The representation
alleged that the classrooms
had inadequate seating,
damaged walls and ceilings,
poor ventilation and lacked
proper drinking water fa-
cilities for students during
summer.

Branch, the accused
lured the victim by
promising Canada im-
migration, a work per-
mit, and business own-
ership opportunities. He
allegedly claimed that he
would help the woman
settle permanently in
Canada.
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