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New office bearers elected for
CII Odisha state council 2024–25
Bhubaneswar (Corresp.): Dr Pradipta Mohanty,
Chairman, SNM Group has been elected as the
Chairman of CII Odisha State Council for the year 2024-
25 and Mr Sunil Gupta, COO Aluminium Sector and
CEO, Vedanta Aluminium & Power Ltd, has been
elected as the Vice Chairman of CII Odisha State
Council for the same term. Their names were
announced at the CII Odisha State Annual Day 2023-
24 held at Bhubaneswar on 5 March 2024.
Dr Pradipta Mohanty is a distinguished figure in the
field of mining, manufacturing, power, infrastructure
development and solar power generation.  Devoting
21 years as Senior Deputy Director, National
Productivity Council (NPC), Dr Mohanty is a recipient
of several awards and accolades including a Honorary
‘Doctorate’. He has served as a Governing body
member of Sponge Iron Manufacturing Association and
held prestigious positions of responsibility including
Chairman of Orissa Sponge Iron Manufacturers
Association and Vice Chairman of CII Odisha State
Council. Known for his dedication to social service,
demonstrating dynamism, consistent innovation and
achievement of exceptional results, Dr Mohanty
exemplifies commitment to both industry and
community welfare.
Mr Sunil Gupta helms the strategic operations of the
company’s aluminium business across its plants at
Jharsuguda, Lanigarh as well as the mines business.
With over 29 years of diverse experience, he has
played a crucial role in steering Vedanta Aluminium
towards achieving significant growth and operational
efficiency, firmly establishing the company as India’s
largest aluminium producer. His key areas of focus
include expanding production, enhancing the
availability of bauxite and coal resources, harnessing
technology for added value, reducing the carbon
footprint to align with Vedanta's goal of being net zero
carbon by 2050 and net water positive by 2030, and
upholding the highest standards of Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) in all operations. Under
Mr. Gupta's steadfast leadership, it's evident that
commitment is at the core of his approach.
Coinciding with its annual meeting, CII Odisha also
organized a Session on “Odisha: Exploring
Opportunities on a Faster Growth track” Shri
Bhupendra Singh Poonia, IAS, Managing Director,
IPICOL, Government of Odisha urged investors to
capitalize on this opportune moment. Enthusiasm for
expansion spans across all sectors, from allied
industries to micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs).
Addressing the Conference, he added saying in the
wake of significant global events, numerous industries
are strategically eyeing expansion, with a particular
focus on coastal regions. Odisha, with its expansive
beaches and well-established port network, stands
as a prime beneficiary of this trend, presenting a
golden opportunity for substantial industrial growth.
He emphasized the immense potential, predicting a
surge in industrialization within the coastal areas of
Odisha in the next two years.
Commending the robust infrastructure, Mr Shiv
Siddhant Narayan Kaul, Chairman, CII Eastern
Region, expressed confidence that the government's
efforts to transform the state into a manufacturing
hub would yield positive results. He highlighted the
government's commitment to providing a conducive
environment, affordable energy access, and efficient
logistics, positioning Odisha as a world-class
manufacturing destination.
Mr G Suresha, Executive Director of Odisha Asset
Operation, Arcelor Mittal Nippon Steel India, shared
insights into the state's goal of adding 50% value to
the ancillary industry by 2030. He underscored the

Bhubaneswar (Corresp.): Palm oil is a versatile and
widely used vegetable oil derived from the fruit of the
oil palm tree. It holds a crucial position in the global
agricultural and food industries due to its unique
properties and diverse applications. Oil palm trees
originated in West Africa in the year 1875 over 149
years ago, they were introduced to South-East Asia
primarily for ornamental purposes. Presently,
Indonesia and Malaysia collectively account for more
than 85% of the world's palm oil supply. Dr. Meena
Mehta, an Associate professor who is currently
working as a visiting Faculty in Department of Post
Graduate Studies and Research in Home Science &
Department of Food Science and Nutrition, S.N.D.T
Women's University  expressed her views saying,
"Palm oil is a versatile and sustainable gift from nature,
plays a crucial role in nourishing the world. I believe
in highlighting the benefits of palm oil, from its
unmatched efficiency in food production to its
contribution to economic growth and rural
development. Embracing responsible practices, we
can harness the power of palm oil to create a healthier,
more prosperous future for all."
The Malaysian palm oil industry operates within a
framework of stringent regulations, currently
encompassing over 15 laws and regulations. Ongoing
efforts focus on implementing various approaches and
technologies aimed at minimising the industry's
impact on the environment. These practices have
proven successful in oil palm plantations, palm oil
mills, and refineries.

The benefits of Palm Oil

government's initiatives,
including plug-and-play
facilities for industrial
units, and emphasized
the adoption of eco-
friendly technologies in
manufacturing.
Mr Shashi Sekhar
Mohanty, Chairman, CII
Odisha State Council,
emphasized the state's
strategic focus on
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,
technology, steel, and
renewable energy
sectors, witnessing
substantial investments.
Emerging sectors such
as engineering and green
hydrogen are also
attracting considerable
attention.The occasion
also witnessed the
presentation of the CII
State Level Quality Circle
Excellence and SHE
Awards 2022-23.
Mr P K Hota, President
& Group CSR,
Education Sustainability,

Head Corporate
Communication, Jindal
Steel & Power Limited,
shared valuable insights,
contributing to the
collective optimism
surrounding Odisha's
trajectory towards
becoming a trillion-dollar
economy.
Other speakers who
shared their views during
the session on were Mr
Manikanta Naik,
Managing Director, TATA
Steel SEZ Ltd and Mr C
P Bhartia, Managing
Director, Jagdamba
Polymers Pvt Ltd.

Traffic Congestion is a headache at Jeypore in Koraput District
Prasanta k. Bishoyi
(DGM, NFTimes ) Koraput
:The traffic congestion in
Jeypore in Koraput District
of Odisha has come down
to such a notoriety that
can not be described in
words. According to the
views of many intellectual
people, the traffic
congestion and its related
problems are growing up
day by day rampant.
Neither the police
administration nor the
municipality appears to be
sensitive to this traffic
issue as opined by many
in the township.The
reaction of many common
people of Jeypore
township including
intellectuals blaming the
police  administration
including Jeypore
municipality are said to be
noticeable.
The general public
including women are
utterly disgusted with the
heavy traffic jam
particularly in the main
road and the road

connected to Gandhi
Chowk from welcome
square. Owing to this
traffic jam, the school and
college going children are
known to have been facing
problems during this
examination period.
It was learnt that the
citizen committee forum
has made an unanimous
resolution to meet the DIG
and SP, Koraput  shortly
so as to appraise them
regarding this grave
issue.According to Dr.
Suresh Dash, a renowned
advocate and a member of
the citizen committee, "
We are dissatisfied with
the traffic management of
Jeypore " The DJ sound
had already taken three
precious lives  across
Odisha and still,
permission granted by the
Local Police is a matter of
astonishing affairs, Dr
Dash added.
 In addition to this, the
heavy trucks parked

besides the roads
especially in the Ranchi
Vijayawada Highway from
Gandhi Chowk to power
house glocal hospital as
stated by many are the
responsibility for traffic
congestion in the highway.
Sometimes, the
ambulance carrying the
patients through this route
are stated to be struggling
to pass through. Even,
the chairman of Jeypore

municipality Mr. Narendra
Mahanty is blamed for not
taking action against the
private trucks kept
besides the highways.
This is a common
discussion in the township
as Mr. Mahanty being
preside.
The growth of population
in the expansion of
Jeypore township
including the fast increase
of vehicles are required to

have been made a smooth
management of traffic
congestion by the
administration during the
morning and evening
times. Er. Laxminarayan
Dash, a popular  social
activist and a faculty
member of skill
development while
expressing his annoyance
stated " I am not at all
satisfied by the traffic
control of Jeypore." "The

vehicles take more than half
an hour duration to cover
fifty meters in the main
road and the
mismanagement of traffic
control is noticeable in the
Gandhi Chowk road, Er.
Dash while adding reacted.
Some general people
opine " The traffic
management system has
utterly failed in Jeypore
while some develop
apprehension about the
role of administration in
managing the vast crowds
during ensuing election "

God controls it DJ sound reigns suprem

Bullet Train project
sends farming families

into a tizzy in Karnataka
BENGALURU (RNS): Farmers from Ramanagara
district, who depend on agriculture, horticulture and
dairy farming, are apprehensive that they could lose
their rich, fertile land to the 435-km Chennai-
Bengaluru-Mysuru Bullet Train project.The district
administration is taking steps after the National
High-Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL)
requested the deputy commissioner to provide
revenue maps of 28 villages, which are likely to be
affected, to prepare the detailed project report.
The NHSRCL has informed the DC that the
consultancy services for the project has been
handed over to private agencies and that the DC
should provide necessary assistance to these
agencies.
In turn, the district administration has written to the
grama panchayats, along with the details of the
survey numbers of lands to be taken for the corridor,
the extent of land and owners of those lands.
The personnel involved with the project are visiting
the villages and collecting Aadhaar cards of farmers,
who are likely to be affected. The project team is
also informing the villagers that a railway line could
pass through their lands. After the DPR is prepared,
the preliminary notification will be issued for the
acquisition of lands, sources said.
“We have seen about three proposed alignments
marked in and around our villages. But we are now
worried as it is said that the line marked on our
land is the one that is being finalised for the project.
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